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PARISH COUNCIL
The normal Parish Council meetings
on the last Wednesday of the month
are suspended until further notice.
Please continue to contact either the

Clerk or the Chairman if you have
anything to report or have a query.

Jill Jeliot
Chairman

PARISH COUNCIL
An online Council meeting was held
on Wednesday 6th May to discuss
the Planning Application:20/500858
- Local Needs Housing at Staple
Street. The results of the vote by the
Parish Council were that the Parish
Council support the application, with
the votes carried of four in favour and
three opposing. The Parish Council
recognises that there is a need for
affordable housing in the village and
consider it to be a suitable site. Eng-
lish Rural have worked with the Par-
ish Council and the Parish Council
considers the development now to be
well designed and with high quality
materials and with a robust land-
scape plan. However, the Council do
have some concerns and comments
regarding certain aspects of the plan.

There are concerns that the plans
show a reduction in the hedge height.
The Council would prefer to see the
existing hedge height maintained
and the gap for the bin access re-
moved given that the location is con-
sidered dangerous by the
crossroads. The Council would pre-
fer for the design to include more
parking to prevent any overspill into
the road. The Council also comment
that the application did not mention
any design in respect of lighting. Any
lighting scheme should be sympa-
thetic, recognising the rural location
and based on motion sensors. For
Plots 1 and 2, the Council question
the need for the detached garages
that have now been incorporated into
the design.

ROAD CLOSURE.
Monkshill Road on Tuesday 2nd
June for one day between the junc-
tions with Seasalter Road and West-

erham Road to allow BT works.
The alternative route for any through
traffic is via Highstreet Road - Un-
named Road from Highstreet Road
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to Plumpudding Lane - Thanet Way
- Thanet Way slip road - Staple Street
- Staple Street Road - Head Hill -
Head Hill Road - Seasalter Road and
vice versa.

Advance notice of Closure.
From Saturday 24th October for
three weeks to upgrade the gas net-
work in Head Hill Road, Graveney
between the junctions of Sandbanks
Lane and Goosefields.
There will be two official diversion
routes in place, one for smaller vehi-

cles and one for larger vehicles.

For smaller vehicles it is via Sea-
salter Road - Faversham Road - Joy
Lane - Borstal Hill - A299 Thanet
Way - Staple Street Road - Head Hill
Road.

The second diversion for larger vehi-
cles and HGV’s is via Seasalter Road
- Monkshill Road - Highstreet Road -
A299 Thanet Way - Staple Street
Road - Head Hill Road.

Rebecca Parr

FROM THE VICAR
All the way down one side of my gar-
den is my nature area full of nettles,
brambles, thistles and weeds but it
was not always thus. Before it be-
came so overgrown I planted a hy-
drangea and I enjoyed it for a year or
two but then wild nature took over
and it was engulfed. Every spring I
said to myself, ‘I must weed that part
of the border,’ but I never got round
to it, until this year and the corona
virus lockdown that is. I’ve only
weeded a small part of that long bor-
der but I was delighted to find my
hydrangea, alive and doing quite well
despite the neglect. But more than
that I discovered other plants I had
planted several years ago and then
forgot I had – a hellebore, azalea,
clematis and honeysuckle. It’s like
finding treasure.
Maybe you’ve had a similar experi-
ence in your garden, or in your
house. I know some people have
been having a good sort out and the

charity shops will be overflowing with
donations once they are able to open
again. Maybe in your clearing out
you’ve found some treasures you
had forgotten you had, perhaps old
photos, souvenirs or even special
nick-knacks and rediscovering them
has brought some joy into your life.

I know the lockdown has brought be-
reavement and very real difficulties
into people’s lives but if you are able
to find some treasures amidst the
hardship value them, give a silent or
vocal prayer of thanks and may they
bring you some joy and sustain you
until life returns to normal, or the ‘new
normal,’ whatever that will look like
and whenever that will be.

Wishing you all God’s peace as we
go through this corona virus pan-
demic. Keep well, keep praying,
keep connected

Revd Jean Burrows

KNITTERS TAKE NOTE
I recently sent an email to all my
friends in the Art Group in Hernhill.

One lady sent me back a lovely, sur-
prise e-mail. During the lockdown
she has been knitting woolly hats (13
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AND PEOPLE STAYED HOME
by Kathleen O'Meara written in 1869

And people stayed home
And read books and listened

And rested and exercised
And made art and played

And learned new ways of being
And stopped

And listened deeper
Someone meditated
Someone danced

Someone met their shadow
And people began to think differently

And people healed
And in the absence of people who live in ignorant ways,

Dangerous, meaningless and heartless,
Even the earth began to heal,
And when the danger ended,
And people found each other,
Grieved for the dead people,
And they made new choices,
And dreamed of new visions,
And created new ways of life,

And healed the earth completely,
Just as they were healed themselves.

1869 was the year of a cholera outbreak which started in Bengal but spread
throughout Europe, North America, Russia and Northern Africa and people
stayed indoors.

Courtesy of the Jelfs

to date) and little jumpers to hand
over for the Christmas Boxes. This
lady is not one of our church family
and I think it is wonderful that she has
been doing this for our church appeal.
So, all you knitters if you want a

change from knitting angels, how
about knitting hats, gloves, mittens,
scarves or jumpers in readiness for
the Christmas Box Appeal which will
be later on this year?

Susan Hamilton
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HERNHILL SCHOOL
This term will have to go down in
school history as the most surreal
ever. The world has continued but
not in the way that we’ve known be-
fore. So many planned events in our
school calendar came and went. But
there have been moments of fun,
happiness and joy.

The messages between families
and school have uplifted us all. The
staff have enjoyed putting together
a couple of funny and joyful videos
for the children and the photos and

videos from families have kept us all
connected.

I would like to take this opportunity
to say a huge thank you to all the
staff. They have risen to the chal-
lenge in an incredible way, often go-
ing above and beyond. Their
dedication and positivity are some of
what makes Hernhill such a special
place, and I for one, am truly grateful
to be part of such a wonderful team.

As we move into term 6, I look for-
ward to seeing the faces of a few

OVER THE GARDEN WALL
Is it just me or are other women get-
ting a little fed up with these super-
women who post on Facebook. I
haven’t felt the need to learn how to
bake bread. Why would you? It just
means you have to eat the whole loaf
at once as it is stale by the next day.
I haven’t tried to home school either
my husband or the cats, although all
of them could benefit from some
training. The only gardening I have
attempted is to grow the little pots
given by M&S free before lockdown.
Only 50% success on that score, but
I have potted on the lettuce and beet-
root, now what? So far, I have not
once had the urge to empty all my
cupboards to find the tin of some-

thing from 1998. Oh well, I’m sure if
this goes on for much longer, I will
find my inner talent somewhere.
We had a beautiful visitor to the gar-
den recently and my husband got re-
ally excited telling me the Famous
Grouse was delivering to him. He
was most upset when I pointed out it
was a cock pheasant. No more whis-
ky for him! However, I did have a
present left on my doorstep this
month from my fairy godmother, a
fabulous lemon drizzle cake. I admit
to having tears of happiness that day.
I do miss people most of all in these
odd times, even some I don’t really
care for.
Stay home & stay safe. God bless.

Sandi

CHURCH OAST
Plant and Produce Table

This is already functioning with plants. Contributions of plants and produce
would be very welcome – you can leave them on the bench by the front
door. All money will go to the church as there will be no income from the
fete this year.

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
All activities including outings and the Summer Show have been can-
celled. More news when we get back to “normal”.
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GARDENERS’ CORNER
How do you set about maintaining a
ten acre garden, on your own, dur-
ing a nationwide lockdown?
Answer - pretty much as usual.
Gardening at any level is never fin-
ished; merely “done” for the time be-
ing. There are always endless jobs
that have not been, nor cannot be
completed at the same time. Paint-
ing the Forth Bridge by comparison
is a piece of cake. There is after all
only one Forth Bridge!
So it is essential for maintaining your
morale, if not your sanity, that you
come to terms with and accept the
fact that, no matter what you
achieve, there will always be some-
thing coming to throw the horticultur-
al spanner in the works. It could be
rabbits, slugs, snails, aphids, birds,
foxes, badgers, mice, rain, hail,

frost, wind, baking sun, dry air or
damp air and a hundred other issues.
However, the people who visit the
garden are, by and large, gardeners
- horticultural martyrs - themselves,
and as such make allowances for
jobs not yet done.
At least when you work totally alone
in national lockdown, there is no one
around to hear you swear.

Mark James
Mount Ephraim Gardener

We all hope to
see Mount
Ephraim gar-
dens open be-
fore too long so
that we can en-
joy the fruits of
Mark’s labours.

Jill Geliot

more children every morning. Let’s
hope it’s the slow and steady start to
being all back together. Stay safe

and well everyone.
Sarah Alexander

Headteacher

IN APPRECIATION
What a welcome Hernhill News on
1st May 2020. Many thanks to Alan
Taylor and all the kind deliverers. I
would also like to add to the list of
thoughtful neighbours in Hernhill,
some mysterious angels that just
leave deliveries on our doorstep, as
the needs are recognised, of bread,
cake, eggs, 3-in-1 oil or wood worm
killer!
I wonder how everyone is manag-
ing with cutting their own and others

hair? These weeks of missing our
hairdresser will make us very
thankful as their services return.
The warm sun and, in between, at
last some rain, makes gardening a
real blessing. Here’s hoping this
self-isolation and social distancing
will end soon and we can hug our
dear families and friends again.
Dexter’s idea (May edition of the
Hernhill News) of the NHS wearing
boxing gloves to fight the monster
Coronavirus, delights me. The pic-

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
There was a failed attempt to steal a
ride on garden mower from a proper-
ty in the Parish at the beginning of

May. A timely reminder to check that
we are happy with our home and gar-
den security.

Steve castle
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BITS AND PIECES
I expect that many of you watched
the BBC programme celebrating
the 75th anniversary of VE Day. I
was astonished at the depth of de-
tail that some of the speakers had
of where they were and what they
were doing on the day. I was 12 and
a bit at the time but I have only the
vaguest memories of it. Perhaps it
was a matter of my age. Too young
to join the flirting with the excited
girls and too old to enjoy games

with the rioting youngsters. In con-
trast, I have a surprisingly vivid re-
call of the war being announced. I
remember being called in from play-
ing in the garden and told to sit quiet
and listen to the 'wireless'. I remem-
ber hearing Mr. Chamberlain ex-
plain that since there had been no
response from Hitler, we were now
at war. Of course, I didn't really un-
derstand, but I truly remember feel-
ing a cold chill in the room despite
the sunshine outside. Afterwards,

COME ZOOM WITH US
Anyone is welcome to join in our
Zoom services but you need a se-
cure password, please email
jeanburrows@jeanius.me.uk and I’ll
send it. Zoom services and events
are 40 minutes max.
I am also sending out by snail mail a
Sunday service, sermon and pew
news to people not on the internet or
not on Zoom who would like to keep
in touch with the church.  Please

phone (01227 751410) or email me
if you would like to be included in that
weekly mailing.

Sunday 10 am Holy Communion
Sunday 11am Coffee and chat

Monday 9.30 am Morning Prayer

Daily Hope is a free phoneline of
hymns, prayers and reflections for
anyone in need of daily hope during
the lockdown.  0800 804 8044.

ture he portrays of these ‘super-he-
roes’ eventually hanging up their
boxing gloves as they win the fight,

gives us all hope.
Doreen Jelfs

Since it seems that we all are gardeners now, I thought a little Kipling might
amuse. It is from his poem, ‘The Glory of the Garden'.

Then seek your job with thankfulness
and work till further orders,

If it's only netting strawberries
or killing slugs on borders;

And when your back stops aching
and your hands begin to harden,
You will find yourself a partner

in the Glory of the Garden.

The rest of the poem is well worth reading and it can be found on the
Internet.

Alan
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Alan D. Taylor
Yew Tree House,  Dargate

near Faversham,  Kent  ME13 9HG
01227 751293

e-mail newsadt@gmail.com

To book the Village Hall go to www.hernhill-bookings.net

Articles by
Wednesday

26th
June

living on the outskirts of London, I
collected too many memories of air
battles, searchlights, AA balloons,
AA guns, shrapnel, bombs and de-
struction. Thank God for VE Day.

I can't remember a time when the
media revelled in statistics as much
as they do now. I came across a
quote that I thought says it all. "He
uses statistics as a drunken man
uses lampposts - for support rather
than illumination." (Andrew Lang,
1844-1912). To the unwary, statis-
tics look like science. To
the more cautious they
look like propaganda. All
too often a key factor is left
out. As a result we get bi-
ased numbers saying what
the author wants them to
say.  However, we now
have a  new statistic. This
time it is the 'R' factor, the
reproduction rate.

I can't tell if it hides any
bias but, regardless, it is going to
affect our lives. Let us hope that this
statistic is a valid measure because
it has been used to justify the first
small move out of lockdown. Whilst
I have to admit that my garden has
benefitted, and I know that I am
lucky to have one, I am delighted
with the changes which give some
measure of release from it. Even

more, the changes are beginning to
give a distant glimpse of the end of
the tunnel. That is a very welcome
change.

In the meantime I am looking round
for things to occupy my time. Not
that I really need to, but it seems to
be the fashionable thing to do. I
foolishly decided that I would have
a look in forgotten storage places to
see what was hidden there. I should
have known better. Barbara was in
inveterate, 'Don't throw that away it

may be useful lat-
er'. I'm sorry to say
that I suffer from
the same debilitat-
ing complaint. It is
just as well that I
have a both a dou-
ble and a single ga-
rage. Not one of
them has ever
seen a car. So, I
decided that I
would start my re-

search in the single garage. I was a
little surprised by the contents of the
first box that I opened. At this point
you should be aware that I retired
over 20 years ago. This first box has
the full contents of my office desk
as emptied into it on the day I left
my office. I have re-locked the ga-
rage. Happy hunting!

ADT




