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PARISH COUNCIL
Proposals for North Kent Memorial Park
& Crematorium.
The Parish Council, along with a number of
residents within a one mile radius of the
proposed site, have received notification of
an emerging proposal for a memorial park
and crematorium where the developer is
seeking feedback to their proposals. The
development is located just outside of the
parish boundary on land south of Staple
Street, close to Nash Court, next to the
Faversham Showground. However, access
to the development will be from Staple
Street using the current Faversham Show-
ground entrance within our parish bounda-
ry.
The developer has provided details of their
initial proposals via the following website:
northkentmemorialpark.co.uk. Whilst their
website and literature refer to a feedback

date of Friday 3rd July, the Parish Council
has agreed with the proposers for an exten-
sion in that feedback can be provided by
Wednesday 15th July to allow time for no-
tification via the Hernhill News.
In order to gauge local opinions of the
project, the Parish Council intend to hold an
extraordinary meeting on Thursday 9th July
at 7.30pm for public participation just for
this proposal. The meeting will be held on-
line (via ‘Zoom’) and anyone wishing to at-
tend, should contact the Clerk for details.
Parishioners are also encouraged to either
e-mail or write to the Clerk should they not
attend the online meeting. The Clerk also
has available a small number of leaflets
regarding the development for those una-
ble to view online.

Rebecca Parr
Clerk to the Parish Council

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Two more months of lockdown so I feel
another report is due. It took the County
Council a little while to get its act together.
They decided that Microsoft Teams would
be the online format we used. I had an on-
line training session on Friday 8th of May
and my first online meeting on Saturday 9th
May.
The first Committee meeting in the form of
a briefing was held on Wednesday 20th
May. By then we were conducting a lot of
Parish Council activity on Zoom. The first
of my Parish Councils to trial a virtual meet-

ing were Newnham on the 9th, followed by
Selling. Within a few weeks my diary re-
turned to something approaching normal
with four or five meeting a day. I fell into a
routine of spending about 90 minutes on-
line early every morning answering over-
night queries from residents and Parish
Councils. This would often entail chasing
action or information from Council Officers
all working from home. Then a mixture of
gardening, dog walking etc, and increas-
ingly joining online meetings.
By the beginning of June, all 12 of my 23
Parish Councils had held virtual meetings,
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all but one using Zoom. Four of them,
Newnham, Selling, Doddington and
Graveney had met twice to be joined by
Tunstall on Monday 1st June. Several oth-
ers have scheduled their first virtual meet-
ing for early June.
One of the first virtual County meetings
held was the Commissioning Advisory
Board which I Chair to consider ideas going
forward for the Highways Maintenance
Contract work. We were joined by the
Leader, Highways Cabinet Member and
senior Officers to hear the views of the
maximum possible number of backbench
members. We also held a meeting of the
Health Overview & Scrutiny Panel to ques-
tion the East Kent Maternity Service.
Another meeting of great relevance locally
was a presentation on the Medway Estuary
and Swale Flood and Coastal Risk Strategy
from the Environment Agency. This was
just a few days before the cliff fall on Shep-
pey took two homes into the sea.
Now we need to look forward with the lock-
down slowly to be eased. We had a repre-
sentative from Selling School senior
management team attend the May online
meeting to tell us their plans for partial reo-
pening on Monday 8th June and the diffi-
culties this entailed. I know I am not alone
in missing contact with close family, in my
case children and grandchildren especially.
The chance of a sociable chat and drink in
the local would also be most welcome.
Many of our local pubs have provided all
manner of support to their Communities,
not just providing take away food. It would
be unfair to name any of them individually
as so many are doing their bit.
It has been an absolute joy walking the
dogs, so little traffic or noise especially in
the early weeks. I have never heard the
birds and bees sound so loud and clear.
The air also felt much cleaner and the

weekly wash proved this was more than
just an illusion.
As the economy starts up again, very nec-
essary not just for mental health but to pro-
vide the taxes to meet the huge debts
Government and Councils have run up
supporting people and business, we need
to strive to capture as many of these gains
as possible. A return to how we lived pre
Covid cannot be allowed. Home working,
less commuting and hanging on to the
greater community spirit we have experi-
enced must be just the first of our aspira-
tions.
I have to end on a sombre note, the end of
May brought two great blows. Firstly, the
passing of Mark Radford, my last Chief Ex-
ecutive at Swale. Mark and I both joined
Swale Borough Council in 1987, in his case
as a rating and valuation officer. He worked
his way to the very top, a modest but deter-
mined and very able Officer who became a
close and valued friend. Secondly, we had
the ghastly news that the Secretary of State
had endorsed the Planning Inspectors ad-
vice to grant the obscene solar power farm
at Cleve Hill, Graveney. Born and brought
up within view of the site I did much of my
growing up on those sea walls and saltings.
The negative impacts on landscape and
the environment would be bad enough, but
the reliance on the world’s largest ever Lith-
ium-ion Battery storage to make the
scheme financially viable, totally untested
technology on this scale, is potentially even
worse. I have been proud to speak and
write against this scheme from day one and
have appear at the various enquiries etc. I
feel especially sad for the stalwarts of the
great campaign group and our MP, Helen
Whately who have worked so hard despite
the impact on their lives, families and po-
tentially their careers.

Andrew Bowles

SWALE COUNCILLOR
Biking from Boughton

The secret route.
For the past few years I have been cycling
into Faversham most workdays. Until re-
cently this has meant either taking the route
via Staplestreet, which is narrow and
twisty, or going up the A2 to Brenley Cor-

ner, and facing down HGVs. This was my
preferred route, and it hasn't been as bad
as it sounds, as the traffic is often queueing
and there is space at the side, but I do
realise it is not everyone's idea of fun and
you do need to be lit up like a Christmas
tree.
18 months ago there was a consultation
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about cycling at Brenley, and I sent in a
contribution to it, and was pleasantly sur-
prised when the scheme that was put in
place was very close to my suggestions.
So now, with the new lights at Brenley,
there is a new safer route , and I'd like to
encourage people to give it a try. The only
problem is that it looks like KCC are trying
to keep it secret, as you have to ignore a
no through road sign, a no entry and a no
cycling sign to get to it! I'm not suggesting
anything illegal though, but the signs could
be off-putting at first sight.
The no-through road sign is at the junction
of Stockers Hill and Canterbury Road, but
if you turn right here it leads past Nash
Court, and you are met with the no-entry
signs at the junction with Chalkey Road,
stopping you going the wrong way up the
slip road to the A2. However, the pavement
there is officially dual-use for cycling and

pedestrians, though you wouldn't know un-
less you went 30 yards up it and looked
behind you. At the further end of this is the
no cycling sign, but hidden 20 yards be-
yond it, down the slope, is the cycle route
sign pointing to Faversham! You then go
down a lovely avenue beside the field and
have to go up a narrow track which brings
you out to the cycle way round Brenley.
There are two light controlled crossings
and you come out to Homestall Lane,
which is wide and reasonably straight lead-
ing down to the Graveney Road, which
brings you into the town.
Traffic may be heavy as the lockdown from
Covid lifts, and people avoid public trans-
port, so why not get the bike out of the shed
and try out the route on your next trip into
Faversham.

Alastair Gould

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR CARE
Like many people, I was gutted when I
heard that the Cleve Hill solar plant had
been given the go ahead. For the past two
years I’ve been part of the most incredible
campaign to stop this development from
happening. It has brought together people
from different political backgrounds with a
fantastic range of knowledge and exper-
tise.
We put forward a strong and positive mes-
sage about how to make Graveney Marsh-
es a better place for wildlife, but clearly it
wasn’t enough to win the argument. Many
people will be shocked and hugely disap-
pointed by this decision, particularly peo-
ple in Graveney and the surrounding area.
I spoke to campaigners the day after the
decision was announced (Thursday 28th
May) to discuss where the campaign goes

from here. Several options are being con-
sidered. What’s clear is that while consent
has been granted, concerns about this de-
velopment have not gone away. The devel-
opers need to recognise the level of
concern about their plans and work more
closely with the local community. I’ll contin-
ue to speak up for the people most affected
by the development. This decision is not
an excuse to ride roughshod over the con-
cerns of local people.
A new crossing in Faversham is needed
more than ever. If we want more people to
walk and cycle we need to make our roads
safer, this includes having accessible
crossing places. We’ve seen progress on
this in some places already, like the im-
proved access at Brenley Corner, but there
are many other roads that need improving.
It cannot be right that a 1970s concrete
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OVER THE GARDEN WALL
My husband & I were sitting in the garden
enjoying the good weather recently. He
was reading and I was doing crosswords.
All of a sudden in a loud voice he ex-
claimed, “I can’t concentrate for all of this
noise from the birds”. “If you were my
neighbours”, he shouted at them, “I would
seriously complain about you.”
 It turns out that the countryside is not as
quiet as we thought. Another beautiful sun-
ny day, we heard our local farmers in the
field behind us bailing and collecting hay.
We spent a really interesting couple of
hours just watching them go about their
business. It was truly fascinating & some-
thing neither of us had ever noticed before,
made more interesting with a glass of wine
in hand I expect.

Thankfully our gardener came back to
work as she could gain access to our gar-
den safely. Not only did it stop my husband
from cutting everything down to the
ground, which is his idea of gardening, but
she pulled out so many plants I had care-
fully been watering. At least we had pretty
weeds for a while.
This easing of lockdown is kind of scary for
all of us, we actually took a walk-up Pres-
ton Street in Faversham last week and felt
like serious explorers. I suppose that will
pass with time.
More gifts from our Fairy Godmother &
some beautiful cherries from another
friend, just because she hadn’t seen us for
a while. People are so lovely.
Stay safe & God bless,

Sandi.

FROM THE VICAR
Over the past few months you may have
used the phrase ‘hang in there’ with refer-
ence to the Covid 19 pandemic and the
lockdown. You may have also used the
phrase ‘it’s a marathon not a sprint’ mean-
ing we’re in it for the long term, but unlike
a marathon we don’t know when the end
will be although we are slowly coming out
of lockdown.
The government has just issued updated
guidance and we are, as I write, waiting for
the detail of that. Churches can reopen for
public worship from 4 July, provided phys-
ical distancing remains in place. Weddings
and funerals in church can also take place,
again with physical distancing and much
reduced numbers and churches can be
open for private prayer. All of this is per-
missive not prescriptive, we don’t have to

do any of it and shouldn’t feel any pressure
to do so.
In our benefice we are taking things slowly.
It isn’t a simple case of opening our doors
and welcoming everyone in, much as we
would like to. For the safety of everyone
we have to first complete a full risk assess-
ment of each church building, then deep
clean the church, they are very dirty after
three months without any attention al-
though they are Covid 19 free. Once all
that has been done we can then prepare
the church for worship with signs about
where to sit, reminders about sanitizing
hands, one way systems, areas not for
access etc. All this takes time so we don’t
have a date in mind at the moment but it
won’t be quite yet. Our benefice website
will keep you updated ‘boughton-hernhill-
gr-aveny-churches.com’ and we will ad-

bridge is the only way for people to cross
the A2 in Faversham. For people with bug-
gies or bicycles it’s simply not practical. I’ve
been working with local campaigners to get
a new ground-levelling on the A2 near the
Abbey School to make it easier  and
safer  to cross the road. I’m disappointed
that Kent County Council has rejected the
current proposal for a new ground-level
crossing at this site. Safety concerns with
a new crossing need to be considered, but
KCC also need to recognise the risks of not

having an accessible crossing place here.
I’ve seen mums with buggies darting
across the road, narrowly missing cars.
This cannot continue. We need to be on
the front foot in making it easier and safer
for people to walk and cycle. I’m committed
to working with KCC and local campaign-
ers to find a way forward. Let’s use this
moment to make our roads safer for every-
one.

Helen Whately MP
(An extract)
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vertise it as well.Our plan is to start with a
benefice service on Sunday at 10 am in
Boughton Parish Church once a fortnight,
Boughton Church because it is the largest
church and gives flexibility with chairs as
well. In the intervening weeks we will con-
tinue with services on Zoom and I will still
continue to send out the weekly service,
sermon etc. Not everyone will be able to
return to church as they may still be shield-
ing, some may not feel ready to yet, so we
will take it slowly. Any questions or worries
please contact me, I understand the cau-
tion and no-one is under any pressure to
return to church before they are ready.
We also have plans to reopen Hernhill
Church for private prayer on Sundays,
starting on 12 July from 11 am to 4 pm.
So hang in there, there will be a gradual
road back to normality, but we still need to
protect each other and not take unneces-
sary risks. The Bible calls ‘hang in there’
perseverance. We can persevere because
God promises over and over again that he
is with us, that he will give us strength and
that he’ll accomplish his purpose in our
lives.
Isaiah 41:10 is a great verse to encourage
us when we feel down, I will strengthen

you and help you, I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand. Wishing you all
God’s strength and peace as we go
through this corona virus pandemic.
Daily Hope
Daily Hope is a free phoneline of hymns,
prayers and reflections for anyone in need
of daily hope during the lockdown.  0800
804 8044.
Anyone is welcome to join in our Zoom
services but you need a secure password,
please email jeanburrows@jeanius.me.uk
and I’ll send it.  We don’t want people to
feel excluded so people not on the internet
or using Zoom can now phone in to our
services and events.  It means they can
hear all that is being said and can be
heard, but there is no video.  It is easy to
do, contact me for full instructions and
passwords.  The calls cost the same as
your normal phone calls, many people
have 60 minutes free.  Jean 01227 751410
Church services on Zoom (a free app on
the internet)
Sunday 10 am Holy Communion
Sunday 11am Coffee and chat
Monday 9.30 am Morning Prayer.Keep
well, keep praying, keep connected

Revd Jean Burrows

FOUR SERVICES
Mental health is something that affects us
all and it can be really hard to know where
to go for advice and support, a listening
ear, and professional help that's available
immediately without long waiting lists. That
is where we come in. ‘Mental Health Mat-
ters’ is a national charity that is passionate
about supporting people with mental
health and emotional welfare needs.
We are opening four Safe Havens
in  Canterbury, Maidstone, Thanet and
Medway!
These are a safe place where people aged
16+ can access immediate support if they
are feeling distressed, frightened, over-
whelmed, feel like things are getting too
much for them, perhaps feel suicidal or
thoughts of hurting themselves. Maybe
they're isolated or are in crisis. The great
thing about the ‘Kent Safe Havens’ is that
it is free. There's no referral needed, it is
easily accessible, the staff are very skilled

and experienced, they offer a welcoming,
safe, comfortable, non-judgemental and
non-clinical environment. We are available
on evenings for people needing to access
support by visiting the Safe Haven, calling
or e-mailing us.
We are keen to spread the word about
our Kent Safe Havens so that we can pro-
vide more support to more people, helping
the wider community.  If you are working
with anyone who might benefit from the
support  we can offer please feel free to
share our leaflets with them, signpost them
to ‘Kent Safe Havens’.
[Due to COVID-19 we have unfortunately
had to reduce the service we are able to
currently offer. Currently we are only able
to provide telephone, video calls and e-
mail support. We hope to be able to pro-
vide face-to-face sessions again in the
near future.]

MentalHeathMatters (Canterbury)
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GARDENER’S CORNER
Molluscs, wood pigeons and drought are
some of the challenges facing us garden-
ers. The last few nights since we’ve had
some rain and heavy dews we’ve been
out in our garden after 10pm with torches,
on mollusc patrol collecting snails and
slugs, some as big as mice which have
been eating their way through our plants,
and last night we met one of our resident
hedgehogs hopefully doing the same
thing.  We also have slow worms and
frogs so hopefully between us all we can
keep the molluscs at manageable levels.
After a beautiful if dry spring, enjoying the
spring flowers such as rhododendrons
and fruit blossom of which there has been
loads this year and now lots of young fruit-
lets, we are appreciating the roses, lupins
and delphiniums etc., which are putting on
a wonderful show. Dead heading is the
thing now to keep them flowering and
looking good.  Our garden is looking lush
and green now with the plants filling out
nicely, including Gunnera, banana, and
hostas, etc.
As said, the pests have been and are a
challenge to manage and as for those
pesky wood pigeons, the damage they do
breaking down plants to get at the unripe

fruit, yes they seem to prefer them that
way, is irritating. Fortunately they don’t
like loud bangs so clapping hands and
planks of wood together scares them off
for a while, also some netting helps where
we can, but our garden design of mixed
planting makes this less easy to achieve.
We’ve been enjoying the strawberries,
raspberries, lettuce, radish and peas so
far and are looking forward to the other
fruit and vegetables we grow when they
are ready to eat.

As an experiment this year Violet tried a
different way of germinating seeds sowing
them in pots of damp compost on a tray
in the greenhouse, and putting water only
in the tray to keep them moist. This was
very successful giving us lots of young
plants for vegetables, fruit and flowers

This year we would have opened for the
National Gardening Scheme to raise mon-
ey for nursing charities, however we were
able to make a short video of our garden
in May this year which you can see on
their web site, ngs.org.uk under virtual
garden visits.
Phew it’s hot now while writing this, too
hot to garden in the afternnoons, but the

NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE
This came into being on the  5th July
1948, based on principles unlike anything
that had gone before.

Today we are even more aware of the
importance of our NHS. People are being
encouraged to celebrate the NHS's 72nd
birthday and thank key workers for their
support during the coronavirus pandemic
with a nationwide clap on Sunday 5th July.

NHS England boss Sir Simon Stevens,
the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Wel-
by, the founder of Clap for Carers Anne-
marie Plas, Baroness Doreen Lawrence
and TV host Gary Lineker are all among
the influential figures supporting the initi-
ative. In a letter they said, "We all owe a
debt of gratitude to the nurses, doctors,
physios, porters, cleaners, and countless

others who have delivered for patients
and their families along with all those in
the care sector. But we are also hugely
grateful to the shop workers, transport
staff, delivery drivers, teachers, refuse
collectors, farmers, armed service per-
sonnel and other key workers who have
kept the country going." Sir Simon added
he wanted to thank the public, in particu-
lar, whose support had meant so much -
"from the children who put rainbows and
NHS signs in their windows, to all those
who saved lives by staying at home to
slow the spread of this terrible virus".

On Saturday 4th July, the campaign is
also calling for people to mark a minute’s
silence and light a candle in their window
to remember all those who have lost their
lives.
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TO ZOOM OR NOT TO ZOOM
I find it curious, even irritating, that during
the current unprecedented circumstanc-
es, an enormous group of ‘zoomers’ has
arisen who collectively wish to urge, de-
mand, suggest, embarrass others into
‘joining up’.
In this technological age, an age in which
my grandchildren and perhaps my chil-
dren are intimately related and accept, I
am likely to be seen as a luddite or a rath-
er sad case if I do not own an expensive
smart phone or laptop, do not wish to join
the skype/zoom brigade.
I have experienced zoom with members
of my family and I found it an extraordi-
nary experience, a sea sometimes of dis-
torted faces and voices, too many talking
at once. But, I am also absolutely sure
that, in some circumstances, the
zoom/skype technology is very important,
even necessary, where people have no
option but to join.
Conferencing, I understand, has become
a common feature of the business sector.
A variety of groups, such as teachers,
have been required to use the technolo-
gy. Others may also have no option if they
wish to keep in touch with family far away.

I think it likely that in some situations,
loneliness has been avoided by the use
of the zoom/skype technology.
Now if all of this is understood, and it
shows I have some understanding of the
current, world- wide interest in the
skype/zoom technology, can I suggest
this. I ask, that those who share my disin-
terest in zoom are not constantly har-
assed and made to feel a pariah if we do
not join ‘the family’. From my experience
of zoom, there is nothing private, calming
or even distinctly enjoyable about it, oth-
ers clearly think differently, why not let it
rest at that please.

Brian Jelfs

TREE OF LIFE VEGANICS
(previously Vegan Organics Kent)

You will have noticed that our name has
changed. After lots of discussions, prayers
and help from friends, we agreed that the
new name better reflects the essence of
what we are trying to achieve here.
In April, we were granted our organic cer-
tification from the Soil Association. In
Ollinges Field, we have sown our heritage
wheat again, the ‘April Bearded’ variety.
We are growing this exclusively for Wild
Bread Bakehouse in Faversham. We also
sowed Grove Ash field with ‘Elyann’, or-
ganic oats. Our aim is to produce our own
veganic oat milk and rolled porridge oats

for local people. All the crop trees that we
planted earlier in the year are looking very
happy. We have planted a variety of horti-
cultural crops in our alleys (between the
tree rows) on Brook Field (where we have
the hazels, mulberries and willows). This
includes several trials of the ‘Three Sis-
ters’ planting technique, which is a tradi-
tional indigenous American approach to
companion planting involving a combina-
tion of corn (a tall cropping plant), climbing
beans (which climb up the corn) and
squash (which provides a dense ground
cover and is planted on the outside edge
of the trio). We have also used sunflowers
instead of corn from the seeds harvested

early mornings are wonderfully fresh and
the best time for walks in our garden.
Thanks for reading this sample of our gar-
dening experiences, keep safe, and pray

for some overnight rain to keep the plants
going and fatten the fruits.

Violet and Shane, at garden Avalon.



Alan D. Taylor
Yew Tree House,  Dargate

near Faversham,  Kent  ME13 9HG
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To book the Village Hall go to www.hernhill-bookings.net
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BITS AND PIECES
When it comes to publication, there is
either a drought or a flood of articles.
This time there has been something of a
tsunami, so I'll not add much.
Observing the fickleness of coronavirus
regulations and also the damning report
about politicians bowing before their sci-

entific advisors, I think that a quote from
Mark Twain seems apt.

“There is something fascinating about
science. One gets such wholesale re-
turns of conjecture out of such trifling
investment of fact.”

ADT

from our self-seeded (or bird-deposited)
sunflower growing in amongst our April
Bearded wheat last year.
We have also planted borage, marigolds
and chives in amongst our tree rows and
sorrel, lovage, leaf beet, beetroot, cauli-
flowers, carrots, other herbs and lots of
sunflowers in the alleys. We will be under-
sowing white clover later this summer and
our aim is to use a no-till approach across
the whole farm modelling this on the Mas-
anobu Fukuoka approach, which returns
all organic matter to the soil and uses
green manures as mulches, consequently
sowing new crops directly into those once
mown off.
We have been weeding around the trees
that we planted in early 2019, we should
only need to do this for another few
months until they are established enough
to out-compete the ‘weeds’. We have
been harvesting some of the weeds as we
go – including plenty of hogweed, which
is especially delicious pan-wilted like spin-
ach or asparagus.
We have continued to mulch areas in the
food forest, ready to plant shrubs, herba-
ceous plants and ground cover in the au-
tumn and winter.
We have added some seeds into our
hügelkultur; so far squash and sunflowers
and we will be adding more herbs and
salad plants soon. We are just about to
begin a trial in partnership with the Soil
Association growing mushrooms on

woodchip.
As we all know, the spring has been very
dry, and we have bought a second-hand
bowser and set up an irrigation system
from the stream that runs through the
farm.We have also started work on our
main barn, which will be built completely
from locally coppiced wood with no con-
crete or plastic. We have put the solid oak
foundation posts in already and will be
using local poplar and chestnut for the rest
of the building. It will also include rainwater
harvesting and solar panels We hope to
get another grant from LoCASE for the
latter.
Pabon, a visiting fellow from Bangladesh,
working under Prof. Steve Newman of Bi-
odiversity International (based in Faver-
sham) has had an extended stay (due to
the lockdown) with us since the end of
February and has proved a real asset to
the farm!
We are also updating our showperson’s
wagon (Wilma) with a rainwater harvest-
ing tank, hot water boiler and al fresco
shower! She will soon be ready to rent out
on Farmstay (alongside her current use
for people helping on the farm).
We are very grateful to have been gifted
a greenhouse from Sue and Talbot.
Again, we would like to thank all the peo-
ple who have helped us and shared their
wisdom and kindness. This truly is a com-
munity venture!

Jo Kidd


