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PARISH COUNCIL
You can contact the Clerk for Parish
Council business on 07876221580
or hernhillclerk@gmail.com. Full
copies of the approved minutes for
meetings are available on the Parish
Council Website.

Village Broadband. The Parish
Council is in dialogue with Open
Reach regarding a community wide
approach for the whole parish. This
will not impact any of the three work-
streams currently in process for
Monkshill, Dargate or Staplestreet.

Village Green. The Parish Council
has agreed to commission works to
allow for the full resurfacing the pri-
vate road surrounding the south and
western areas of the village green.

Litter Picking. There has been a
marked improvement in the state of
our lanes with respect to litter over
the past few months. This is largely
as a result of the Swale Litter Squad,
which since February has recruited
well over 100 volunteers. The idea
is that the group can supply pickers,
hoops and blue bags, but most im-
portantly, members can phone
Swale Council to arrange blue-bag
collection. There is an online map to

show who plans to pick where, but
this does not have to be used. The
group has a Facebook page, ‘Swale
Litter Squad’, or for further details
e-mail ‘rich@theotherday.co.uk’ or
phone 07867677319.

Road Closure. Due to works by
South East Water, the road at Sta-
plestreet by Kemsdale Lodge will be
closed from Monday 12th to 14th
April. The alternative route for any
through traffic is via Staple Street,
Butts Hill, Bull Lane, Stockers Hill,
Canterbury Road, A2 Boughton By-
pass, Brenley Corner, A299 Thanet
Way, Thanet Way Slip, Whitstable
Road, Staple Street Road and vice
versa.

Local Plan. As well as the Parish
Council’s individual response to the
Swale BC proposed Local Plan cur-
rently under consultation as agreed
in the Extraordinary Meeting of
Wednesday 17th February, it was
agreed to undertake a joint re-
sponse alongside neighbouring
Parish Councils given the size of the
proposed development at Brenley
Corner on the Duchy of Cornwall
land to the south east of Faversham.
The Parish Council also encourages
local residents to view and comment
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on the Local Plan. Further details
and explanation of this Local Plan
and the process will be provided
shortly on the Parish Council’s
website and also all the village no-
ticeboards.

Boughton and Dunkirk Neigh-
bourhood Plan. The Council have
received a copy of the neighbour-
hood plan on which they have
been asked for comment. The Par-
ish Council unanimously supports
their plan.

Future Council Meetings. Due to
the expiry of current legislation al-
lowing for online Parish Council
Meetings on the Friday 7th May,
we will hold our next full council
meeting on the Wednesday 5th
May at 8.00pm. This will be online.

This will also include the Annual
Parish Council Meeting, where the
Chair is elected for the year. After
which, the next council meeting will
then not be until Wednesday 30th
June and this will be face to face
in the village hall. The delay will
allow time for us to come further
out of lockdown before having to
meet face to face.

Public participation is still encour-
aged but if you are unable to at-
tend, then please contact the Clerk
prior to the meeting should you
wish to raise any issues. Please
note that this situation may be sub-
ject to change. We encourage peo-
ple to regularly check the Parish
Council website and Village Green
notice board for any updates and
changes to these meetings.

SWALE BOROUGH
It’s been a long cold lonely win-
ter…..
The lyrics of the Beatles track
came to mind as I began to think
about the end of lockdown, partic-
ularly the loneliness of this past
winter.
At our Green Party meetings we
have a “warm up “ question to start
with, which this month was “what
are you looking forward to for the
end of lockdown”, and for everyone
the answer was about meeting up
with people again in one way or
another.
It has been so strange for the nor-
mal things we do to be hidden or
banned: smiles behind masks, el-
bow bumps or waves instead of
handshakes or hugs.

Having said that, there are some
things it would be good to carry
forward from this year, and “getting
back to normal” could mean a
missed opportunity.
Council work involves a lot of
meetings, all virtual at present,
which despite mishaps with the
mute button, have meant much
less travelling: it has almost felt like
a teleport machine as one flips
from one meeting to another with
a click on a link. It has often been
said that one way to reduce carbon
emissions was to make better use
of technology, but the pandemic
has forced it upon us.
I understand holiday bookings in
the UK are at record highs, and
perhaps people will begin to appre-
ciate the wonderful countryside we



3

OUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
The second half of February and
first half of March have been unbe-
lievably busy. All County Council
Committees have meetings
scheduled before the start of the
Election period on 19th March.
Once we get past that date my di-
ary will slim down to just Parish
Council meetings, Planning Com-
mittee and Regulation Committee
panels. Case work, which is cur-
rently busier than ever, will of
course continue.
On  11th of March the last Full
Meeting of the current County
Council took place. With almost a
quarter of existing Councillors
choosing not to restand the new
Council will look very different,
even before the Electorate have
their say.

With the ongoing concerns with
the Swale Local Plans most Parish
Councils are holding one, or in
most cases more, extra meetings.
This has resulted in three Parish
Councils in an evening becoming
commonplace. The record so far
is five on one evening. Don’t forget
you now have till 30th April to get
your comments in.
Some Parish Councils which are
less affected by the Local Plan and
which only meet every other month
I have already said my goodbyes
to. Many Parish Councils are trying
to fit in their Annual Parish Meet-
ings for residents before the sev-
enth May with uncertainty as to
how Meetings can be held, online
or face to face, after that date.

Andrew Bowles
KCC Member – Swale East

have on our doorsteps, which will
also bring economic benefits.
Cycling in the early part of lock-
down last year was a pleasure,
with the reduced volume of traffic
on the road, and although num-
bers are going up again now, it can
give us an idea of what Dutch lev-
els of cycling might feel like.
There may yet be bumps on the
road out of lockdown. Hopefully
vaccination will mean we will be
protected from a repeat of the ca-

tastrophe of the last wave, but that
really depends on as many people
as possible accepting the vaccine
when it is offered, so with my GP
hat on: please do come when
called!
That way, we may be able to say…
Here comes the sun!

Alastair Gould
(AlastairGould@swale.gov.uk)
Swale Borough Councillor for

Boughton & Courtenay

FROM OUR MP
This hard work and dedication can
be seen by NHS staff and volun-
teers in vaccination sites across
the country – many have been
working flat out for the past three
months. The success of the vac-

cine rollout has helped us take the
first steps out of lockdown. As long
as progress continues, we can
look forward to further restrictions
being lifted in April – with more
shops reopening, pints in pub gar-
dens, and people finally able to get
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FROM THE VICAR
The kidnap and subsequent mur-
der of Sarah Everard by someone
who is meant to protect us has
sent shock waves across the
country, our thoughts and prayers
are with her family and friends
and all who knew and loved her.
It has become, in just a few
weeks, one of those events that
ignites public debate, this time
over the safety of women and girls
in public.

Usually I feel very safe walking
around our villages but a few
weeks ago I had an experience
when out on a walk.  I had to de-
cide whether to walk through a

wooded path or a more public
one, a young man with his hood
up, so I couldn't see his face, was
walking some yards behind me,
so I chose to take the more public
one.  As a female we are taught
from a very early age to be care-
ful, it's just something that we've
always accepted, but now we are
asking why should we accept it?

The church doesn't have a great
record either as to how it treats
women and sadly has contributed
many negative images and mis-
used the Bible to make women
submissive to men.  Women have
often colluded with this culture
and have been afraid to speak

a haircut! Everyone can play their
part in helping to control the virus
by following the guidance, taking
up the offer to get vaccinated,
and getting tested regularly. To-
gether, we can turn the tide on
Covid.

The amount of litter on some of
Kent’s roads is shocking. I’ve writ-
ten to local councils and Highways
England asking them to take ac-
tion. I know that a number of volun-
teer groups are organising litter
picks - including the Swale Litter
Squad - which is fantastic, but we
also need help from our local au-
thorities. I'm pleased that High-
ways England have begun work to
clear up the M20 between Junc-
tions 8 and 13, which should be
completed by the end of April.
Maidstone Borough Council have
committed to regular litter picks on
the A20, while Swale Borough

Council have told me about plans
to trial litter cameras which can
identify vehicles discarding waste.

The Local Plan shifts the housing
allocation in the borough firmly to-
wards Faversham and the sur-
rounding villages. While I’m
pleased the Council has listened to
concerns from me and others, and
extended the deadline for giving
feedback on the Local Plan to 30
April - this remains a consultation
in name only. People can only
comment on the soundness on the
proposals in planning terms, rather
than giving their view on where de-
velopment should be located in the
borough. With such huge changes
proposed compared to the last Lo-
cal Plan, I’m asking people directly
what they think about the propos-
als.

Extract from Helen Whately
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OVER THE GARDEN WALL
This month I had my first vaccina-
tion. I had to go to Folkestone to
the now closed Debenhams store.
When I was growing up in the area
it was called Bobby’s and was very
upmarket. My Mother used to take
me to their restaurant for after-
noon tea after school. It was
strange to enter through the per-
fume & cosmetic section, give my
details in the handbag & belt sec-
tion, queue where Windsmoor
used to be & finally have my jab in
the Jaeger department. Pity I
couldn’t shop at the same time.

One of my cats was playing with
one of my favourite pens on the

dining table . It then fell onto the
floor. To date it has not been seen
again. I can only assume it is hid-
ing with all the odd socks that also
disappear into the Ether.

I should warn everyone that I have
a hair appointment for Friday 16th
April. If Boris stops this one you
will hear language that you
shouldn’t, from wherever you live!

Easter is coming and just a word
to the wise. If you see a rabbit lay-
ing little brown eggs, don’t eat
them. It’s not chocolate.

Stay safe & God bless,
Sandi.

out.  If I only had the church to be
my point of reference I probably
wouldn't be a part of it but again
and again I go back to Jesus.  The
way he treated women and related
to them was way ahead of his time
and the events of Good Friday and
Easter Day speak very powerfully
about this.

On Good Friday all the male disci-
ples, except one, fled and went
into hiding, afraid for their own
lives.  It was only the women, in-
cluding Mary, Jesus’ mother, who
kept vigil by the cross as Jesus
died an agonising and slow death.
Three days later the first witness-
es to his resurrection were wom-
en, they were entrusted with that
earth shattering, joyful news and
told to go and tell the men.  In that
culture women's testimony was
not valid in a court of law and this

is proof that the story of Jesus’
resurrection was not a human in-
vention.  No-one making up a sto-
ry like this would make the first
witnesses women, they just would
not be believed.

Following the example of its
founder, Jesus, the church needs
to be at the forefront of challeng-
ing attitudes towards women and
girls, but it's not just women and
girls it's anyone who feels vulner-
able in public.  May we all be
aware of how our behaviour can
feel threatening to others, even
unintentionally and be a bit more
sensitive towards those around us.

I wish you all a very happy Easter.
Keep well, keep praying, keep
connected,

Revd Jean Burrows
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CHURCH SERVICES
Holy Week (Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, 29th, 30th March and
1st April ), Night Prayer with Reflec-
tion at 8.00pm via Zoom.
Maundy Thursday (1st April) Holy
Communion 7.30pm via Zoom
Good Friday (2nd April) Last Hour of
the Cross, 2.00 – 3.00pm via Zoom.

SUNDAY SERVICES
(Don’t forget Covid restrictions are
still in place, masks must be worn, 2m
social distancing and at the moment
still no congregational singing).

4th April - Easter Day
10.00am Benefice Holy Communion
in Boughton PC. If you would like to
attend please book your place via
Jean as numbers are limited.
10.30am Celebration Easter Worship
in Graveney PC
4.30pm Celebration Easter Worship
via Zoom
11th April
10.00am Morning Worship Hernhill
PC
10.30am Morning Worship or individ-

ual prayer in Graveney PC
4.30 pm Sunday Worship via Zoom

18th April
10.00am Morning Worship via Zoom
10.30am Morning Worship or individ-
ual prayer in Graveney PC
25th April
10.00am Holy Communion via Zoom
11.00am Coffee and Chat via Zoom
2nd May
10.00am shortened Holy Commun-
ion in Hernhill PC followed by Annual
Parochial Church Meeting
10.30am Morning Worship or individ-
ual prayer in Graveney PC
4.30pm Sunday Worship via Zoom

Anyone is welcome to join in our
Zoom services but you need a secure
password, please email

jeanburrows@jeanius.me.uk

 We don’t want people to feel exclud-
ed so people not on the internet or
using Zoom can now phone in to our
services and events.  It means they
can hear all that is being said and can
be heard, but there is no video.  It is

A week ago I had a fire,
To warm my feet, my hands, my face;
Cold winds, that never make a friend,

Crept in and out of every place.

Today, the fields are rich in grass,
And buttercups in thousands grow;

I'll show the World where I have been-
With gold-dust seen on either shoe.

Till to my garden back I come,
Where bumble-bees, for hours and hours,

Sit on their soft, fat, velvet bums,
To wriggle out of hollow flowers.

W. H. Davies
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HOLY WEEK
This is the week leading up to Easter
Day and again this year there will be
a simple wooden cross on The Green
in Hernhill. On Easter Day the cross
will be covered with netting so you will
be able to come and place flowers on
the cross as a symbol of resurrection
and new life.  They may be in memory
of a loved one who has died, some-
one very important in your life, a
thanksgiving or a symbol of your grat-
itude to God.  You may also like to
write a prayer or a message and hang

that on the cross as well.  We are all
welcome at the cross.

Easter stones
Easter stones have been painted by
members of our congregations and
will be placed in a poly bag along with
a prayer card. They will be in various
places around our benefice including
outside Hernhill Church from Satur-
day 3rd April.  Please take a bag for
yourself, take it to give away to others
and encourage others to do the same.

Jean 01227 751410

HERNHILL SCHOOL
We have been delighted to welcome
back all of our children this month fol-
lowing the part closure of schools in
the New Year. Huge thanks and con-
gratulations to our staff, children and
parents for managing the home /
school learning process so well over
what was a difficult start to the year
for everyone.

The children have come back raring
to go and it has been wonderful to
have the classrooms and playground
full of the sound of children talking,
laughing and playing. They have
slipped comfortably back into the rou-
tines imposed by covid - the endless
hand washing, the zoned playground
and the temperature  taking to name
but a few - they are all stars!

Hopefully as we go through this year,
life will slowly start returning to some
sort of normality after an incredibly
tricky 12 months. However, as we
also look forward, we will be starting
to also look back. In February 2022,

Hernhill school will be celebrating its
150 year anniversary. We hope to be
able to celebrate properly with some
events for the whole community. This
does mean that after the summer we
will be looking to gather  information,
memories and photographs from
those who have been associated with
Hernhill over the years. Watch this
space!
In other news, Mr O'Shea our site
manager has moved onto a new role
at a larger primary school - we wish
him all the best. That means we are
looking for a new person to come and
join our team. We need someone with
good DIY skills who would love a chal-
lenge where every day is different and
who wants to make a real and tangible
difference in our school. If this inter-
ests you, or you know someone who
might be interested, please contact
me directly at the school

01227 751322 or
headteacher@hernhill.kent.sch.uk.

Thank you.

Sarah Alexander

easy to do, contact me for full instruc-
tions and passwords.  The calls cost
the same as your normal phone calls,
many people have 60 minutes free.

Up to date details of all our services
are on our benefice website

www.boughton-hernhill-graveney-
churches.com
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REFUSE COLLECTION
April 6 Tuesday Blue Bin

13 Tuesday Green Bin
20 Tuesday Blue Bin
27 Tuesday Green Bin

May 4 Tuesday Blue Bin
11 Tuesday Green Bin
18 Tuesday Blue Bin
25 Tuesday Green Bin

BITS AND PIECES
"The rabbit has a charming face;

Its private life is a disgrace"
Anonymous

When I was knee high, I loved hearing
how Brer Rabbit tricked the fox and
others. Since then  I have changed
sides. I have always had a problem
with rabbits in the garden. Digging
holes and chewing plants, but this
year things have gone too far. Clearly
their disgraceful private life has had
multiple results. There are now
hoards of them. They have dug holes
in the lawn and deposited their minia-
ture cannon balls.
They have ripped the bark off the ap-
ple trees. They have dug down to the
roots of the roses and now the ulti-
mate offence. I planted a number of
alium bulbs and wildflowers seeds in

a strip to encourage the birds and the
bees. The Royal Horticultural Society,
no less, said that rabbits don't like al-
iums. They didn't discuss the subject
with my lot. As the bulbs began to
sprout, the rabbits ate the shoots.
They found them so enjoyable that
they then started to dig up the bulbs
and in so doing they exposed the wild-
flower seeds for the birds to eat. I
have considered mustard gas as a
deterrent but the neighbours are not
too keen. Does anyone have another
solution?
You should have received a letter
from Swale about the Local Plan for
housing. As far as I can judge the sit-
uation is as follows. Canterbury is
building eastwards from Whitstable
along the old Thanet Way and Swale
is to build westward along the A2 from
Faversham. Eventually this could pro-
duce a continuous strip of housing
from Margate to Medway. I shall be
long gone before that happens but we
are being asked to let the Council
know what we think. Perhaps you
should.

ADT

Alan D. Taylor
Yew Tree House,  Dargate

near Faversham,  Kent  ME13 9HG
01227 751293

e-mail  newsadt@gmail.com
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