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PARISH COUNCIL
You can contact the Clerk for Par-
ish Council business on

 07876221580 or
hernhillclerk@gmail.com.

Full copies of the approved min-
utes for meetings are available on
the Parish Council Website.
Swale BC Local Plan: An extraor-
dinary meeting was held online on
Wednesday 21st April to further
discuss Swale Borough Council’s
Local Plan attended by five Parish
Councillors and two Borough
Councillors. The Parish Council
had been approached by neigh-

bouring Parish Councils in consid-
ering a joint response particularly
in light of the large proposed devel-
opment to the south east of Faver-
sham, by Brenley Corner on the
Duchy of Cornwall’s land. A draft
joint response had been pulled to-
gether by Boughton Parish Council
and circulated. The Parish Council
agreed to support the joint re-
sponse.  In addition, it was dis-
cussed and agreed to provide an
additional paragraph to the individ-
ual Parish Council response
agreed at the extraordinary meet-
ing on the Wednesday 17th Febru-

A newspaper heading said,
"A FUNERAL LIKE NO OTHER"

Surely that precisely captured that ceremony on the
17th April. This was a sparkling public display and a

very moving family farewell. Rest in peace.

Last Friday, St George’s Day, was the 27th anniversary of my priesting
and on 30 June it will be 30 years since my ordination as a deacon.
I don't think this will be a surprise to many of you but I have decided I'm
going to retire at the end of July.
When to leave is never an easy decision to make and I will be terribly
sad to leave you all but I feel it's the right time - for me and for you.
I'm sure there will be lots of questions but I think that's enough for now!

With love and prayers,
Jean
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ary and reported in the March
Hernhill News. This was as a result
of additional clarification that had
come to light concerning the Local
Plan process undertaken by Swale
BC. The Parish Council consider
that there has been no effective
consultation as required by Regula-
tion 18 of The Town and Country
Planning (Local Planning) (Eng-
land) Regulations 2012 (‘The Reg-
ulations’) having pushed through to
Regulation 19 for the planning. The
consultation period for the Local
Plan closed on Friday 30th April.
Road Closure: Due to rail mainte-
nance, Monkshill Road will be
closed for one day on the Sunday
16th May in the vicinity of the level
crossing. Waterham Road will be
closed on Tuesday 18th May for one
day to assist Openreach with pole re-
placement. This will be from the junc-

tion of the A299 Thanet Way to
outside Mallards Farm.
Next meeting: There is to be a full
Parish Council meeting to be held
online on Wednesday 5th May at
8.00pm. The current legislation al-
lowing for online Parish Council
meetings expires on Friday 7th
May. As we are not yet out of full
lockdown, the following full Parish
Council meeting is planned for
Wednesday 30th June, which will
have to take place at Hernhill Vil-
lage Hall. However, there is cur-
rently a legal challenge taking place
concerning the ability for Parish
Councils to continue to hold online
meetings; the result is due immi-
nently. Depending on the outcome,
the meeting presentation and ven-
ue may change. Therefore, please
regularly check the Parish Council
website and/or noticeboard for the
latest details in case of alternations.

OUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
This will be my last report as your
County Councillor. Little was I to
know when I confirmed to my Polit-
ical Party early in 2020 that I did not
wish to be considered for reselec-
tion that my last meeting actually in
County Hall would be on Tuesday
17th March 2020. Since then all
meetings have been virtual online.
Even saying goodbye to many of
my Parish Councils online has been
disrupted by the period of Mourning
for His Royal Highness Philip, Duke
of Edinburgh.
This has led to the postponement
of eight Parish Council meetings
due to the legal requirement for is-
suing ‘Summons to Meetings’.
There is then, at the present, inabil-

ity legally to hold online meetings
after Friday 7th May. With the best
will in the world I cannot attend be-
tween five and ten Parish Councils
on the same evening in any mean-
ingful way.
I trust my successor, whoever she
or he may be, will remember when
applying for committees the impor-
tance of rural road speeds and
flooding to the Communities of this
ward. Also the large number of un-
authorised waste tips in parts of the
Ward. This is why I have continued
as a Member of the Regulation
Committee, Kent Flood Risk Man-
agement Committee and Environ-
ment & Transport Committee
among many others.
I wish all my Communities well es-
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FROM THE VICAR
I think the death of Prince Philip
caught many of us unawares, but
he was able to die peacefully at
home in Windsor Castle. For a man
who didn’t like fuss it was a very
fitting end. So many tributes have
been paid to him since his death
and his funeral was as he wanted it
apart from the Covid restrictions. It
was just thirty mourners, close fam-
ily, rather than what would have
been eight hundred. One of the
most poignant pictures in his funer-
al was the Queen, head bowed, sit-
ting alone in her pew, for Prince
Philip was her ‘bubble’. The Queen
speaking in 1997 on her 50th wed-
ding anniversary said of her hus-
band, ‘He has, quite simply, been
my strength and stay all these
years, and I, and his whole family,
and this and many other countries,
owe him a debt greater than he
would ever claim, or we shall ever
know.’
The Queen often speaks about the
importance of her Christian belief
but not her husband. However
we’ve learnt that Prince Philip also
had a Christian faith. Archbishop
Justin Welby said, ‘He consistently
put the interests of others ahead of
his own and, in so doing, provided
an outstanding example of Chris-
tian service.’ He added the duke
was a ‘man of very profound faith’
who had ‘an extraordinary prophet-
ic gift in so many areas. He was
decades ahead on issues like cli-
mate change, interfaith dialogue.’

Prince Philip leaves a huge legacy
and a gigantic hole in his family. We
hold in our prayers all who mourn
his death, especially Queen Eliza-
beth.

God of eternal life and love
We give thanks today for the life
and witness of Philip, Duke of

Edinburgh,
For his service in pursuit of peace

as a naval officer,
For his service to the Queen as a
wise counsellor and companion,
For his commitment in marriage

for over seventy years
in witness to mutual respect and

love,
For his commitment to nurturing

family
and guiding with wisdom their

growth and development,
For his encouragement of young
people around the world to skill
development, physical health,

adventure, and service through
the Duke of Edinburgh Award,

For his care and advocacy for all
of creation

For a life lived selflessly in service
to others.

We remember with thanksgiving
and commit him into your keeping

this day
in the sure and certain hope of

resurrection to eternal life.
May he rest in peace and rise in

glory. Amen.

I wonder, through the months of
lockdown, whether you have felt

pecially their hard working and often
undervalued Parish Councils.

Andrew Bowles
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‘up’ or ‘down’? With winter behind us
and spring on the way hopefully it's
a time when many begin to feel a bit
more ‘up’. Maybe not yet ‘on top of
the world’ or ‘on cloud nine’ but we
feel our mood is lifting. So much of
our language about feelings has to
do with location and the place where
we want to be with feelings is defi-
nitely ‘up’. Days when we are ‘down’
or ‘under the weather’ or feeling ‘low’
are the ones we want to avoid. When
it comes to emotions ‘up’ is good and
‘down’ is bad, just like thumbs.
The month of May with its beautiful
blossom in the orchards, flowers and
lengthening light evenings ‘lifts’ our
spirits. Maybe it's also connected
with higher levels of vitamin D. For
Christians May also brings a festival
which can make us look and feel
'up'. It's called the Ascension and
falls on Thursday 13th May this year.
It’s always forty days after Easter
Day and always a Thursday and be-
cause of that it tends to be forgotten,
tucked away with no commercial
overtones and laden with pictorial
language of Jesus being taken ‘up’
to heaven.
Jesus ascends vertically through the
clouds, leaving the depths of earth,
to enter the highest heaven. There's
a lot of language about location in
the story especially as the people of
Jesus time believed in a triple-deck-

er universe with heaven up above
and the earth beneath. I wonder if
the meaning is in the metaphor. The
story tells us that Jesus is ending up
'on top’, as the ‘top man’. He's 'exalt-
ed’ to a new 'raised' status in the
presence of God. Jesus’ Ascension
marks the end of his earthly life and
from then on Jesus is seated at the
right hand of God in heaven. On
earth Jesus was time and space lim-
ited, now with God, Jesus can be
everywhere, out in the world where
life is lived.
That should make his followers, feel
a little bit 'up' as well. There are still
moments when our life and our wor-
ship take us 'down'. We need to ac-
knowledge our failings and lament
the pain of the world. Following Je-
sus isn't a bed of roses, unless you
remember that roses also have plen-
ty of thorns. The Ascension says
that Jesus has won. He's overcome
all that drags us down and puts us
low. He raises us from sin and death
and pain. He's been exalted and
wants us to share his exaltation.  So
when we celebrate Jesus' Ascen-
sion, whether on the Thursday or the
Sunday after, may we let it raise our
spirits and lift up our hearts. Like Je-
sus, it's a feast that should also give
us a 'high’. Keep well, keep praying,
keep connected,

Revd Jean Burrows

GARDENER’S CORNER
What a lovely spring it has been. I
know it‘s been cold and the magno-
lias and camelias have been frosted
but the spring flowers have lasted
longer and recently there have been
days when the sky has been cloud-
less and the heat of the sun can be

felt. The tulips have been particular-
ly good this year, one of my favourite
flowers with so many different col-
ours and shapes. It is a lovely time
of the year when nearly every day
you can see a new plant popping
through or delight in the spread of
flowers you wish to naturalise. A few
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A WORSHIP SERVICE
‘Not a time for socialising’

Of all the mystifying phrases, com-
ments and statements I have read
over the past few months it is the
claim in Pew News that, ‘A Worship
Service is not a time for Socialis-
ing’; this has baffled, and in some
respects, annoyed me. Further-
more, it does seem a very, very odd
use of language, ‘A Worship Serv-
ice.’ Since the phrase refers to a
service in church, it is almost a tau-
tology.
My understanding or appreciation
of the context in which a service of
worship takes place is indeed the
social and personal interaction of
those present on many, many lev-
els. In an article on Faith (Saturday
Daily Telegraph, 3rd April 2021),
David Suchet remarks that “My
Church only reopened for services

last weekend. I have missed being
with fellow Christians as a compa-
ny.” Jesus said, “Gather together in
my name.”
What I believe is so important about
a service of worship in church is the
opportunity for those present to
choose how they wish to respect or
participate in the event. This may
range from quiet reflection, praying
together, singing together, chatting
and greeting one another in friend-
ship and love. If the phrase, ‘A wor-
ship service is not for socialising’ is
simply and only a result of Covid
restrictions, I understand that, but
it is very regrettable and insensitive
that the phrase was thought to be
necessary to dictate to us. Wor-
shiping in church IS, amongst many
things, a social occasion. There
was, is, no need to state otherwise.

Brian Jelfs

years ago I planted a number of
anemone blanda bulbs and this
year they have provided a carpet of
blue opening up as they feel the
sun. Recently I had a stroll round
Mount Ephraim gardens with a
friend and we loved the sight of
primroses in the rockery and on a
bank and a spectacular show in the
millennium rose garden. The miss-
ing element is that we have not
been able to display our spring flow-
ers at the Horticultural show –
hopefully next year.
I have felt sorry for the birds who
started to show an interest in nest-
ing places way back in March when
we had a few warm days and then
were confronted with really cold
weather. I am pleased to see spar-
rows carrying nesting material into

one of the boxes and another pair
reclaiming the site under the eaves
of the porch. Best of all is the col-
lared dove who is sitting patiently
on the few twigs that constitute her
nest on the front wall of the house
and eying everyone who comes to
front door.
A word of warning. My dad had a
saying “ne’er cast a clout till May is
out”. These days garden centres
display bedding plants very early in
the year and they provide a lot of
temptation but as we have seen this
year overnight frosts can persist
well into the year and those poor
plants will suffer. It is also worth
remembering that vegetable seeds
and plants do better when the soil
has had a chance to warm up.

Jill Geliot
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OVER THE GARDEN WALL
Easter was great this year. The sun
shone on Easter Day & we were able
to go to church instead of services
over Zoom. I bought my husband
some very expensive single malt
truffles, but his little face dropped
and his lip quivered when he said,
“What, no egg?”. Needless to say, I
had to go out shopping again to get
one. Lesson learnt, it is not always
the cost of things that matters.
Yes, I finally got my hair done, Boris
is off the hook. Not sure why I need
a patch test all of a sudden, but
whatever.
We had the first day back at the pub

this month, all be it, outside. Off we
went armed with cushions, blankets,
dressed for the Arctic only to find
that patio heaters had been installed
in the marquee at the Red Lion. We
had a great time with our friends and
it was so lovely to hear so many
voices, see so many faces we knew
and hear so much laughter. Lunch
at 12.30 lasted until 8.30, probably
shouldn’t do that too often! Appar-
ently, the average person has 8 al-
coholic drinks per week. So glad to
find I am above average at some-
thing.
Stay safe & God bless,

Sandi.

NATIONAL FLOWER
ARRANGING

It is National Flower Arranging Day
on Friday May 7th organised by
members of NAFAS (National As-

sociation of Flower Arrangement
Societies).
Usually on that day every year a
posy or small bouquet of flowers
with a note saying “Please take me

HERNHILL SCHOOL
It has been lovely over the past few
weeks to start to see a hint of nor-
mality creeping back into school life.
Instrumental lessons have begun
again with many children taking the
opportunity to learn piano, flute,
clarinet or electronic drums. The
Kent Music lessons have also re-
started with the whole of the Year 4
class being taught the ukulele!

We are also starting to plan the an-
nual summer events such as class
photographs and sports day. The
PTAFA are meeting up soon to de-
cide upon the events that can be
held over the coming months -
watch this space.

As ever, the children have come
back to school after the holidays rar-

ing to go. Our topic this term is enti-
tled "Why?" with the infants focusing
on Space, Years 3 & 4 focusing on
Electricity and Years 5 & 6 focusing
on the Victorians and Light.

We are still looking for a new person
to come and join our team as the
site  manager. We need someone
with good DIY skills who would love
a challenge where every day is dif-
ferent and who wants to make a real
and tangible difference in our
school. If this interests you, or you
know someone who might be inter-
ested, please contact me directly at
the school

01227 751322
headteacher@hernhill.kent.sch.uk.
Thank you.

Sarah Alexander
Headteacher
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SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICES
Don’t forget Covid restrictions are
still in place, masks must be worn,
2m social distancing and at the mo-
ment still no congregational singing.
You do not need to book a place if
you wish to attend a church service.

2nd May
10.00am Holy Communion in Hern-
hill Church
10.30am Morning Worship or indi-
vidual prayer in Graveney Church
4.30pm Sunday Worship via Zoom
9th May
10.00am Holy Communion in
Boughton Parish Church
10.30am Morning Worship or indi-
vidual prayer in Graveney Church
4.30pm Sunday Worship via Zoom
16th May
8.00am Holy Communion in St
Barnabas
10.00am Morning Worship via
Zoom
10.00am Morning Worship in Hern-
hill Church
10.30am Morning Worship or indi-
vidual prayer in Graveney Church
23rd May Pentecost
10.30am Short Holy Communion
followed by Annual Church Meeting
in Graveney Church
4.30pm Sunday Worship via Zoom

30th May Trinity Sunday
10.00am Holy Communion via
Zoom
10.30am Morning Worship or indi-
vidual prayer in Graveney Church
6th June
10.00am Short Holy Communion
followed by Annual Church Meeting
in Hernhill Church
10.30am Morning Worship or indi-
vidual prayer in Graveney Church
4.30pm Sunday Worship via Zoom

Anyone is welcome to join in our
Zoom services but you need a se-
cure password, please email

jeanburrows@jeanius.me.uk
 and I’ll send it. We don’t want peo-
ple to feel excluded so people not
on the internet or using Zoom can
now phone in to our services and
events. It means they can hear all
that is being said and can be heard,
but there is no video. It is easy to
do, contact me for full instructions
and passwords. The calls cost the
same as your normal phone calls,
many people have 60 minutes free.
Jean 01227 751410
Up to date details of all our services
are on our benefice website
www.boughton-hernhill-graveney-

churches.com

home “ is left for someone to pick
up. As things are very different this
year the idea now is for people to
put a small posy, arrangement, bou-
quet, door wreath, jam jar of flowers
etc. in their window, on the gate or
door so that it can be seen and en-
joyed by all who pass by. Garden
flowers are fine, no need to buy
flowers unless you want to.  It would

be great if Hernhill could participate.
Please let me know if you would like
to take part and I will take a photo,
with your permission and add them
to the Hernhill forum Facebook
page.

Vicki Hodgkiss.
vickihodgkiss@hotmail.com

07724010767   01227 751511
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REFUSE COLLECTION
May 4 Tuesday Blue Bin

11 Tuesday Green Bin
18 Tuesday Blue Bin
25 Tuesday Green Bin

June 1 Tuesday Blue Bin
8 Tuesday Green Bin

15 Tuesday Blue Bin
22 Tuesday Green Bin
29 Tuesday Blue Bin

Alan D. Taylor
Yew Tree House,  Dargate

near Faversham,  Kent  ME13 9HG
01227 751293

e-mail  newsadt@gmail.com

Articles by
Friday
28th
May

BITS AND PIECES
I was looking through some of my old
holiday photos and came across one
that amuses me. It is a photo of a
large printed poster stuck on the door
of a workshop. It said, "WANTED.
Young girls for pickling and bottling".
Surely there must be a law against
that.

Before we were married, Barbara
lived in Bolton and I, being in the RN,
lived wherever it pleased their lord-
ships to send me. Consequently, af-
ter we were married, we found that
our friends were scattered far and
wide. Mobile phones had not been
invented, few had a house phone and
anyway, calls were expensive. We

wrote letters. Over the years these
have decreased to a tiny trickle and
even Christmas cards are fewer. I
can't blame it all on zoom, of which I
am guiltless, and age has played its
part. The fact is that the fountain pen
has gone out of fashion. Fortunately
the local postman has found a sav-
iour, mailing shots. Instead of letters,
he is now stuffing my letterbox with a
wide range of enticements. I can
have an introductory choice of  twenty
ready meals at half price. I can cruise
to distant places at a discount includ-
ing a Covid guarantee. I can have an
assortment of cacti in attractive plas-
tic pots. I could have a choice of sum-
mer dresses in the latest fashionable
length. What about an automated
lawn mower or a three foot plastic
lighthouse for the garden complete
with a flashing solar light. Instead, to
keep our friendly postman from pen-
ury, perhaps we should each give him
a weekly donation, ban all mailing
shots and so help save the planet.

ADT


