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PARISH COUNCIL
You can contact the Clerk for Parish
Council business on 07876 221580 or
hernhillclerk@gmail.com.  Full copies of
the approved minutes for meetings are
available on the Parish Council Website.
The Parish Council held its Annual Meet-
ing on Wednesday 30th June, with 2020
having been missed due to the pandem-
ic. Speakers included Mark Woodcock
for the Herons, Sarah Alexander for the
school, Rev. Jean Burrow for the church,
Alan Taylor for the Hernhill News and
Peter Rawlins for the DCA/Village Hall.
The Chair thanked them for all their hard
work, especially in what had been a dif-
ficult year. There was also a presenta-
tion for the KALC Community Award to
Jane Foreman and Ian Machin voted by
parishioners for their contribution to-
wards village life. They have organised
a number of events previously but most
memorable was the Halloween display.
The Annual Meeting was then followed
by a full meeting of the Parish Council
attended by five parish councillors,
Councillor Gould, Councillor Lehman
and one members of the public.
Please be advised that the resurfacing
round the village green is due to take
place on the 5th and 6th July.  In order
to help facilitate these works, The coun-
cil would be grateful if you could refrain
from parking on or near the village green
roads during this period to enable the
contractor to have access to all areas.

The Local Needs Housing by English
Rural at Staplestreet is currently under
construction and due to complete in
March 2022. Six properties are for social
rent. Two of the eight properties are
available for freehold sale being that of
detached three bedroom bungalows.
English Rural are keen to prioritise these
and offer them for sale to local people in
the first instance.  If you would like fur-
ther information, please contact Alison
Thompson at English Rural on

 01233 665846 or email
alison.thompson@englishrural.org.uk

You will notice an article in the newslet-
ter concerning the twinning of the village
with Vis en Artois where additional vol-
unteers are required to move this for-
ward.  The Parish Council would like to
encourage people to be involved in this
worthwhile and rewarding initiative and
to contact the individuals concerned.
The Parish Council is in discussions with
the Village Hall concerning the possibili-
ty of obtaining a grant towards electric
car charging points for the village at the
hall car park. The Parish Council is still
liaising with KCC concerning the speed
survey around the village being one of
the steps required in order to progress
our project to seek a 20mph limits on the
village roads.  The School is also keen
to work with the Parish Council in the
creation and design of speed signs with
the pupils to encourage drivers to slow
down.
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SWALE BOROUGH COUNCIL
With genuine cross-party support,
Swale Borough Council declared a Cli-
mate and Ecological Emergency in
2019. The aim is to make council oper-
ations net zero by 2025 and the borough
net zero by 2030. The council has
drawn up an action plan and progress
is monitored by regular steering group
meetings. However, as a borough coun-
cil Swale lacks the powers and the
budget to do all that is necessary; for
example, to retrofit all the houses that
need to be brought up to adequate en-
ergy efficiency standards, or to run effi-
cient, low-carbon public transport. That
is why the council’s declaration included
the resolution to “call on Westminster to
provide the powers and resources to
make the 2030 target possible”
At the June meeting of Swale Borough
Council we (Tim Valentine and Alastair
Gould) will be asking members to ex-
press their support for the Climate and
Ecological Emergency Bill which has
been presented to the House of Com-
mons. The bill would require that the UK

Government develop an emergency
strategy for the UK to play its fair and
proper role to reduce carbon emissions,
consistent with at least a two thirds
chance of limiting global temperature
increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius. This is
the ambition of the Paris agreement. It
also calls on the government to address
the ecological crisis by taking action to
restore wildlife populations and ecosys-
tems.
The actions required by a sufficiently
detailed and resourced strategy will cre-
ate thousands of jobs across many sec-
tors just at a time when more people are
expected to become unemployed as
furlough ends. Much of what needs to
be done will improve people’s health
and make our towns and villages better
places to live.
We must seize the opportunity to build
back greener.

Alastair Gould
AlastairGould@swale.gov.uk

Tim Valentine
TimValentine@swale.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCIL
After a miserable May weather wise, it's
been great to finally enjoy some warmer
weather through most of the month of
June.
The downside to the sunny weather is
that it has caused an explosion of
growth along our roadside verges. Ob-
viously we are used to seeing many of
the country roads narrow a little during

May and June, but in some areas this
year it has seemed like we've had two
month's worth of growth in the space of
just a couple of weeks, leaving some
roads even narrower than usual for the
time of year and some junctions with
poor visibility. As a result I have been
contacted about three different roads
and junctions in the past week which
have required urgent work to be made

The next full meeting of the Parish Coun-
cil will be held in the village hall on
Wednesday 28th July at 8.00pm at the
village hall. Members of the public are
welcome to attend. The meeting will be
held in accordance with Covid-19 guide-
lines. A link to the details of the actions
to be taken to enable meetings to be
held safety are available via the Parish
Council website or alternatively you can

contact the Clerk. If you are not able to
attend the meeting in person but still
wish to make representation to the Par-
ish Council, please email or telephone
the Clerk as soon as possible, but  ide-
ally a minimum of 3 working days before
the date of the meeting, and the Clerk
will ensure that your views are fully con-
sidered under the public participation
section of the meeting.
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safe.
The reports of the past week have been
in sharp contrast to the majority of the
verge complaints I've received recently.
Instead of verges needing cutting back,
resident's main concerns have been
centred around verges being cut back
or sprayed with pesticide when there is
no need (ie. the verge is not presenting
an issue to road safety or blocking a
footpath).
The increased awareness of the decline
of pollinator populations, combined with
initiatives like 'No Mow May' mean that
many residents would now prefer to see
verges cut back only when it is neces-
sary. I was pleased to see KCC taking
positive action in this area when they
released a Pollinator Action Plan (called
Kent's Plan Bee) back in 2019. Unfortu-
nately a number of the recommenda-
tions made in the plan still require more
action, including the fact that KCC still
sprays verges using glyphosate, a her-
bicide widely acknowledged to be
harmful to bees.
I met with a KCC landscape officer ear-
lier this week to discuss this issue. I was
pleased to hear that trials to look into
alternative methods of verge control not
involving glyphosates had been under-
taken, but sadly all the methods trialled
so far have been deemed either inneffi-
cient or too expensive. In the coming
weeks I am hoping to look at the best
practices of other councils in the UK to
help push KCC forward in this area and

ensure that, as far as possible, they
honour the commitments made in
Kent's Plan Bee.
As a temporary solution, the landscape
officer advised of an alternative way to
save some of our local verges and help
more pollinators; if reported via the KCC
Highways fault reporting tool, KCC are
willing to look at a reduction in the man-
agement of some verges, providing
they are in areas where there is no
threat to road safety and they won't
block a public right of way or footpath.
This will involve the area being mowed
or cut just once a year in the autumn,
rather than six times a year throughout
the spring and summer, and will hope-
fully help to provide some vital addition-
al corridors for pollinators.
The KCC Highways reporting tool can
be accessed via tinyurl.com/kccroads.
Simply choose the 'Grass – Mainte-
nance Query' option from the drop
down menu and select the location of
the verge in question. If KCC deem the
area to be suitable for reduced levels of
management, they will make the neces-
sary changes to their maintenance
schedules.
Alternatively, please feel free to email
me with a map detailing the area which
is being excessively mowed and ideally
a photo of the verge too, and I will pass
the details to the landscapes team.

Rich Lehmann
Kent County Councillor

HERNHILL SCHOOL
June has been an action packed month.
We started our “Nature Detectives” topic
with all classes visiting Otterden Place in
Faversham. The children took part in
sessions on woodland management, fal-
conry and seeds amongst other things.
And of course for the children, the excite-
ment of getting on a coach made the day
extremely memorable!
We are delighted that our Year 6 children

managed to get away for a 3 day/2 night
residential at Kingswood. Abseiling,
night line, 3G swing and orienteering
were some of the fabulous activities that
the children took part in. We were very
proud of all of them, for pushing them-
selves and trying new activities.
And this week we have managed to have
our COVID safe sports day! Lots of indi-
vidual sporting challenges in the morning
for each class bubble to attempt followed
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FROM THE VICAR
Farewell!
Just when the parish thinks they’ve got
their Vicar trained and the Vicar thinks
she’s got the parish trained she declares
she’s leaving!
So the time has arrived for me to sit down
and write my farewells to you all, after
thirteen and a half years as Vicar in this
benefice of Boughton under Blean with
Dunkirk, Goodnestone with Graveney
and Hernhill.  It has been an amazing
time - such a wonderful place to live and
great communities to be a part of. I have
some very special memories, which will
live on in my heart and mind.
It has been a privilege to serve all the
churches, three schools, and be a part of
the various communities that make up
these parishes and villages. Thank you
for allowing me to be part of the happy,
as well as the sad and difficult times in
life - something I haven’t taken for grant-
ed. Thank you to all who have served as

Churchwardens during that time and to
those who have shared ministry leader-
ship with me; to the many friends I have
made and everybody who makes our
churches and villages the loving commu-
nities that they are.
I encourage you to look to the future with
expectation and anticipation. After a time
of vacancy hopefully a new Vicar will ar-
rive with new ideas, different gifts, per-
sonality and probably shoe size! I sense
that God will do new and exciting things
here and I know you will want to support
and be a part of that. God has a plan for
you, as a church and as individuals.
I have been asked the question: ‘What
are you hoping to do? One of the things
I’m looking forward to is that, when, on a
Friday evening I watch Gardeners’ World
and Monty Don gives ‘jobs for the week-
end’, to know that I will have time to do
them!
As for the rest, I hope to take some time
out as I settle into a new community and

“ ALLO ALLO” !
Hernhill Parish Council has been contact-
ed by the Commissioner for Culture from
Vis En Artois in France, asking if the vil-
lagers of Hernhill wish to re-establish
contact with the villagers from Vis En Ar-
tois. She reports that there are families
wishing to be introduced to families over
here.
Hernhill was twinned with Vis En Artois
at the time of the opening of the Channel
tunnel and both villages still have road
signs depicting the arrangement.

At the time of the twinning, a charter was
drawn up and was signed by both parties.
The occasion was marked by a parade.

Photographs from an event held in Hern-
hill show that there was great enthusiasm
and that there were many people in-
volved from both sides of the channel.
For a while, there were exchange visits
by the coachload and forging of new
friendships by linking families. Some of
those relationships still exist to this day.
Clare Thornes and Sandy Wilson would
like to hear from anyone who is interested
in being part of a steering group to dis-
cuss and progress ideas for how this
twinning could work. It is acknowledged
that the format need not be the same as
before.

hornes9@aol.com
sandypurdiewilson@btinternet.com

by class races in the afternoon. Congrat-
ulations to Berners-Lee House for lifting
the sports day trophy as winners!
Our Reception children have been
thrilled with the new roadway which has
been painted onto their playground.
Huge thanks to our PTAFA for funding
this.

Year 4 enjoyed a morning at the beach
in Seasalter this week taking part in
some Eco work. Even the slight drizzle
didn’t dampen their spirits.
A busy month and July doesn’t look any
quieter! Best wishes to all

Sarah Alexander
Headfteacher
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BRING AND SHARE FAREWELL LUNCH
(Covid restrictions permitting)

Sunday 25 July
Noon onwards in vicarage garden

All welcome
Please sign the clipboard in church or phone/email Jean to say you’d like to

come and what you will bring to the feast.
All ages are very welcome

GARDENER’S CORNER
Have you ever stood and listened to the
grass growing?  I think this year
might well provide you with your
best chance of doing so! The suc-
cession of prolonged rain and hot
sunny spells has reminded plants
and gardeners alike, just how
things should be growing at this
time of year. It is many years since
I have seen herbaceous perenni-
als putting on so much growth. But
alas that applies also to native plants
and grasses.
Although I am in favour of allowing na-
ture back into the garden, and let’s face
it, out long term existence depends upon

excepting and implementing fundamen-
tal changes in the way we all live, it is a

very fine line to tread between
having a bio-diverse, environ-
ment enriched garden and an
overgrown, scruffy one, when
trying to please the paying pub-
lic!
For all that, it is vitally important
and immensely satisfying to get
the garden buzzing again and
a swathe of long grass and

mixed flowers can be made to look tidy
and planned, simply by mowing a mean-
dering pathway through it.

Mark James

OVER THE GARDEN WALL
On the news recently they said that
school pupils had not been able to take
their exams, but had to rely on teacher
assessments. I loved exams at school
and usually did very well, but if this had
happened in my day I would have been
doomed.
The Alzheimer’s Society post brain work-
outs on Facebook regularly.  What does

it mean if you can’t work out all the differ-
ences, or spot the odd one out?
We visited Whitstable recently and
parked where the Post Office used to be.
After searching the central console for
any coins, we first tried to put them in the
electric charging machine. Thinking we
would only need £1 at most, we were
staggered to find a minimum charge for
one hour costing £2.10!

find out what ‘retirement’ might mean for
me. I know of a couple in my previous
parish, who, when they retired, got a tat-
too! You never know! I’d love to go back
to Tanzania probably teaching in a theo-
logical college, perhaps that could be-
come an annual or biannual event. I’m
excited to learn what plans God has for
me as I find a role as a member of my
local church family - there’s really no ‘re-
tirement’ in God’s Kingdom; as St Paul
says: ‘For we are partners working to-

gether for God.’ (1 Corinthians 3.9).
So thank you all for your love and support
- I feel privileged to have been a part of
your lives and I will not forget you. I know
how much you care for each other, and I
pray that will continue as you journey on-
wards, supporting and holding each other
in prayer. May the peace of Christ be with
you.

Every blessing to you all.
Revd Jean Burrows
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CHURCH SERVICES
During July we still have a mixed pattern
of in person services in a church build-
ing and Zoom.  We follow the govern-
ment and Church of England guidelines
so everything is subject to change.  At
the time of writing we do not know when
congregational singing will be allowed
inside.

4 July
Hernhill Church - Holy Communion 10 00am
Graveney Church - Morning Worship
10.30am
Zoom - Sunday Worship 4.30pm
11 July
Boughton Parish Church - Holy Communion
10.00am
Graveney Church - Morning Worship
10.30am
Zoom - Sunday Worship 4.30pm
18 July
St Barnabas - Holy Communion 8 00am
Hernhill Church - Morning Worship 10 00am
Graveney - Church Holy Communion
10.30am
Zoom - Sunday Worship 4.30pm
25 July
Boughton Parish Church  - Benefice Holy
Communion 10.30am
(Jean’s farewell service) Please note the
changed time
Followed by ‘bring and share’ lunch in vicar-
age garden
In August we begin a new pattern of
services with visiting clergy for Holy
Communion services.
1 August
Hernhill Church - Holy Communion 10 00am
Graveney Church - Morning Worship

10.30am
8 August
Boughton Parish Church - Holy Communion
10.00am
Graveney Church - Morning Worship
10.30am
15 August
Hernhill Church - Morning Worship 10
00am
Graveney Church - Holy Communion
10.30am
22 August
Benefice Holy Communion - tba
29 August
St Barnabas - A special service followed by

tea and cake 4.30pm
5 September
Hernhill Church - Holy Communion 10 00am
Graveney Church - Morning Worship
10.30am

Anyone is welcome to join in our Zoom
services but you need a secure pass-
word, please email

jeanburrows@jeanius.me.uk
We don’t want people to feel excluded
so people not on the internet or using
Zoom can now phone in to our services
and events. It means they can hear all
that is being said and can be heard, but
there is no video. It is easy to do, contact
me for full instructions and passwords.
The calls cost the same as your normal
phone calls, many people have 60 min-
utes free. Jean 01227 751410
Up to date details of all our services are
on our benefice website

www.boughton-hernhill-graveney-
churches.com

My husband has had both of his
cataracts removed now, so if you
see a glint in his eye, it is only the
new lenses they inserted, nothing
to do with me.
Now we have had the longest day,
the nights will start to draw in, but
did we have to lose Summer this
quickly. We even lit a fire the other
evening because it was so cold.
The beautiful game they call it.

Not normally a fan, I decided
to support England and
watch their games. I have
come to the conclusion that
they should all switch to
playing tennis because they
never hit the net.
Bring on Wimbledon.

Stay safe & God bless
Sandi.
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Wednesday Worship, 10.30am in St
Bs, Wednesday 14 July, Wednesday,
11 August (hopefully followed by re-
freshments, Covid restrictions permit-
ting).

August onwards
For Christening enquiries - Jenny Col-
lett-White

jenniferannecw@yahoo.co.uk (Jenny
doesn’t want her phone numbers used).

For Wedding and funeral enquiries -
Pat Saunders

pat.saunders23@ntlworld.com
01227 751122

Peter Willcock (01227 750453) has the
phone number and email address for
other Hernhill Church enquiries.

                              REFUSE COLLECTION
July 6 Tuesday Green Bin

13 Tuesday Blue Bin
20 Tuesday Green Bin
27 Tuesday Blue Bin

August 3 Tuesday Green Bin
10 Tuesday Blue Bin
17 Tuesday Green Bin
24 Tuesday Blue Bin
31 Tuesday Green Bin

Alan D. Taylor
Yew Tree House,  Dargate

near Faversham,  Kent  ME13 9HG
01227 751293

e-mail  newsadt@gmail.com

Articles by
Monday

26th
July

BITS AND PIECES
I have just come back from a holiday
that I should not have attempted. I en-
thusiastically hired a narrow boat on the
Grand Union Canal for a two-week
break. The ‘break’ was nearly me. A re-
laxing holiday it was not. I found that
standing at the stern and trying to steer
a 12 ton, 50 foot barge is not for the faint
hearted. Weak in the head maybe but
not weak muscled. The experiment will
not be repeated although it did provide
some varied and beautiful scenery
which I relished. Also the moorhen,
swan and geese chicks were wonderful.
On reflection, and having got over the
aching muscles, it was well worth the
effort.
I am sorry to say that I am still getting
unsigned letters to publish. They are of-

ten subjects that are worth airing, but I
am not allowed to put them in the News.
If the authors would give me their names
I would be glad to oblige.
Whilst writing this I nearly became the
perpetrator of a hate crime. Fortunately
it was only against my computer. It was
also fortunate that I realised the cost
involved if I did smash it. The problem
was that after every push of a button the
computer debated how much effort
would be involved in obeying. Only after
assessing that the amount of power to
be used would not unduly disturb its
peace and tranquillity did it choose to
obey. In the meantime the little hair that
I have remaining on my extended fore-
head diminished by the  handful

ADT




