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PARISH COUNCIL
You can contact the Clerk for Parish
Council business on 07876 221580 or
hernhillclerk@gmail.com. Full copies of
the approved minutes for meetings are
available on the Parish Council Web-
site.
A full meeting of the Parish Council at-
tended by four Parish Councillors, and
three members of the public. The Par-
ish Council are still in discussions with
OpenReach with regards to a ‘demand
led’ parish wide application with respect
to broadband for the village. This en-
quiry is separate to the two Openreach
‘contract led’ schemes already in hand,
led by local residents. One planning ap-
plication was discussed in relation to
habitat restoration works in the Monk-
shill area of the Seasalter Levels. This
was unanimously supported by the
Council due to the biodiversity gain
from such a project that will lead to an
improved environment and better flood
management.
Concerns were raised from a member
of the public concerning parking around
the village green. Especially in front of
the church where the disabled signs
appear to be regularly disregarded. Fol-

lowing a discussion it was agreed that
new signs would be made saying ‘strict-
ly no parking, access only’.
Another member of the public reported
that ivy was overtaking the oak tree on
the village green. The Parish Council
will arrange for this to be brought under
control.
The next full meeting of the Parish
Council will be held at the village hall on
Wednesday  29th August at 8.00pm in
the village hall. Members of the public
are welcome to attend. The meeting will
be held in accordance with Covid-19
guidelines. A link to the details of the
actions to be taken to enable meetings
to be held safely are available via the
Parish Council website or alternatively
you can contact the Clerk. If you are not
able to attend the meeting in person but
still wish to make representation to the
Parish Council, please email or tele-
phone the Clerk as soon as possible,
but  ideally a minimum of 3 working
days before the date of the meeting,
and the Clerk will ensure that your
views are fully considered under the
public participation section of the meet-
ing.

SWALE BOROUGH COUNCILLORS
One of the delights of living in this area
is the easy access we have to the
coast. A trip to the seaside can be a real

tonic and provides a magnificent day
out with family and friends. It is wonder-
ful to be able to swim in the sea or par-
ticipate in water sports. But recent news
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COUNTY COUNCILLOR
As some of you may have seen earlier
in the year, the Government announced
a new National Bus Strategy which
aims to invest billions into improving
bus services across the country. Part of
the strategy is that bus operators and
local authorities will work more closely
together using mutually agreed Bus
Service Improvement Plans. These
plans will allow regional bus services to
‘level-up’ by improving both the fre-
quency and reliability of services, which

in turn will hopefully increase passen-
ger numbers too. The plans will then be
used to help create Enhanced Partner-
ship Schemes with bus operators,
which will set the standards for all bus
services running in the county. The first
version of the Improvement Plan must
be published by the end of October and
the Enhanced Partnership Schemes
will need to start from April 2022.
KCC are currently running a consulta-
tion on the future of buses in Kent which
can be accessed via the following link

of the activities of Southern Water, the
Company with responsibility for sewage
treatment in Kent, might make you think
twice before taking a dip.
In July Southern Water was fined a
record £90m for deliberately dumping
16 - 21bn litres of raw sewage into pro-
tected seas over several years for its
own financial gain. The judge said:
“These offences show a shocking and
wholesale disregard for the environ-
ment, for precious and delicate ecosys-
tems and coastlines, for human health,
and for fisheries.” He said the company
had a history of criminal activity for its
“previous and persistent pollution of the
environment”. It had 168 previous of-
fences and cautions but had ignored
these and not altered its behaviour.
The court case concerned offences be-
tween 2010 and 2015. But discharges
of raw sewage continue. In June swim-
mers were advised to stay out of the sea
after raw sewage was pumped into the
sea at Margate, and just last week the
public were advised not to swim at
Tankerton and Herne Bay following a
discharge of raw sewage from Southern
Water’s Swalecliffe treatment works.
Discharges of untreated sewage are a
regular occurrence. In Thanet pollution
incidents have increased by 160% in
the last three years.
Discharges of sewage into Faversham
creek occur regularly. The Cooksditch

stream in Faversham was polluted re-
cently by sewage. We are collating
records of local pollution incidents. If
you have witnessed an incident, please
report it to vivmbsr@gmail.com
Our rivers are also in a dire state. Not
one English river is classed as being in
a good condition, with sewage releases
accounting for 36% of the damage to
waterways, and runoff from agricultural
industries responsible for 40%. If you
have not already seen it, we strongly
recommend watching the ‘Rivercide’
documentary (rivercide.tv/)
All of this begs the question; if Southern
Water are unable to treat the current
levels of sewage, how will they cope
with all the extra waste from the thou-
sands of new houses to be built around
Faversham? As your local Borough
Councillors this is a question we will be
asking as the local plan progresses. We
will also be holding  Southern Water to
account for their appalling performance.
In the meantime, we recommend using
the free ‘Safer Seas’ app, sponsored by
Surfers against Sewage, which will alert
you to any discharge notifications in
your local area.

Alastair Gould
(AlastairGould@swale.gov.uk)

Tim Valentine
(TimValentine@swale.gov.uk)

07752 191807
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HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Welcome back everyone. The Society
is aiming to get back to some sort of
normality with caution.
On Saturday 11th September we plan
a garden party for members and their
partners at Church Oast from 3.00pm.
The village hall has been booked in
case of inclement weather. This is a
chance to have a chat and catch up with
news over refreshments.
The committee decided not to plan any
events during the winter and so the
AGM will be later than usual. It will be
in the village hall on Saturday 23rdApril
2022 at 2.30pm. After the business
meeting there will be a Beetle Drive and
refreshments. This will be an open

meeting and potential members will be
very welcome.
The Summer Show will be on Saturday
11th June using the schedule for 2020
and the Autumn Show will be on Satur-
day 3rd September.
We are planning a coach outing to
Wakehurst, a National Trust property
but also closely linked to the Royal Bo-
tanical Gardens at Kew and housing the
Millennium Seed Bank. There are 500
acres of ornamental gardens, wood-
lands and a nature reserve. The outing
is open to friends and neighbours and
more details will follow.
Hope to see you on the 11th

Jill Geliot

Kent.gov.uk/busfuture
The questions are fairly minimal cur-
rently, but the page promises that a fur-
ther consultation on the emerging
proposals will be available to comment
on later in the summer. If you have a
few minutes to spare, please complete
the survey and give your opinion on
how bus services in the area could be
improved. The page also has an option
to sign up to be kept informed by KCC
about the bus service improvement
plans, which you should do if you would
like the opportunity to comment on the
outline proposals later in the year. In
rural areas like ours, buses have the

potential to play a big part in cutting
carbon emissions over the coming
years by reducing our reliance on cars
as the primary means of transport be-
tween villages and towns. We need to
break the Catch 22 of people not using
buses because the services aren't reg-
ular or reliable, and bus operators re-
ducing services because they are not
profitable. I hope that this new invest-
ment can help turn this trend around
and help buses become a viable, and
even an attractive, option for more res-
idents in our area.

Rich Lehmann
KCC Member for Swale East

HERNHILL HERONS
Football is Coming Home. With the new
season starting from Saturday 11th
September, Hernhill Herons will once
again be hosting home games at our
beautiful playing fields, every Saturday.
We have over 100 children of all ages
and abilities registered to play and we
will always welcome new players. As a
volunteer led club we are keen to en-
gage the support of our community, so
if you are able to offer help, from spon-

sorship to grass-cutting, maintenance
to “running the line”, just let us know.
We also draw quite a crowd, so if there’s
a service you’d like to offer spectators -
from car washing to selling local pro-
duce, we’re all ears. So come down and
join the fun on a Saturday morning. You
can even grab breakfast or brunch at
the Herons’ Cafe.

Mark Woodcock - Chair
hernhillherons@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/hernhillherons"
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CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday 5th September
10.00am Holy Communion Hernhill. - Rev’d Nina Coulthard
Sunday 12th September
10.00am Holy Communion Boughton Parish Church - Rev’d Diane Webb
Sunday 19th September
10.00am Morning Worship Hernhill
10:30am Holy Communion, Graveney - Rev’d Peter Ould
Sunday 26th September
10.00am Holy Communion, St Michael and all angels patronal service at Hernhill.
-.The Venerable Andrew Sewell, Archdeacon of Maidstone.
Wednesday 8th September
11.00am Wednesday Worship, St Barnabas ( A short service followed by refresh-
ments).
Wednesday 29th September
10.00am-noon Coffee Morning, St Barnabas

For general church enquiries:-
Phone 07942342454

email: hernhillchurch@gmail.com
Churchwarden: 01227 750453

CHURCH NEWS
Now that Jean has retired and we
have a period of time without a Vicar,
I’ve been invited to write to you on
behalf of the Church communities in
Boughton, Dunkirk, Hernhill and
Graveney. I’m one of the Readers (or
lay ministers) for our group of church-
es. This means that I’m licensed to
take some church services and also
funerals, but as I’m not ordained I can’t
conduct weddings or baptisms or take
services of Holy Communion. Howev-
er, I am the Wedding Administrator for
our group of churches and I may have
met some of you through that role.
I was licensed to serve as a Reader in
this Diocese at Canterbury cathedral
in September 2019. To mark the
event, my daughter gave me a Canter-
bury Cross necklace. It’s based on a
small bronze cross-shaped brooch of
Saxon design that was excavated in
St George’s Street, Canterbury in
1867. The original brooch is now
housed in the Beanie, and there’s a

stone replica in the south transept of
the cathedral. When I wear the cross
I sometimes wonder about the person
who wore the original brooch all those
hundreds of years ago and whether
they wore it as a sign of their faith or
just as a decoration.
The cross is a widely recognised sym-
bol of Christian faith but this has not
always been the case. In the early
decades of Christianity the fish was
often used as a symbol of faith. It was
not until crucifixion was abolished in
315AD that the cross began to be
used instead, and it was made the of-
ficial symbol of Christianity at the
Council of Nicea ten years later. Over
the centuries the cross has taken on
many different designs and forms: the
round Celtic and Saxon crosses, such
as the Canterbury Cross; the crucifix-
es of medieval times; and more con-
temporary designs such as curved
wooden holding crosses and Coventry
Cathedral’s cross of nails.
Like the Canterbury Cross, many of
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GARDENER’S CORNER
Alas, I take back a little of the enthusi-
asm I had for the rain last month. Blight
has attacked my outdoor tomatoes. In
a matter of days the leaves turned yel-
low and the fruit rotted on the vine. I
hope a dose of Bordeaux mixture has
saved the other tomatoes nearby. Still
the beans and sweetcorn are revelling
in the regular rain (perhaps not as
heavy as the storm we had this morn-
ing when over an inch of rain fell in less
than an hour). It is also interesting to
see how different flowers have reacted
to this wet summer. French and Afri-
can marigolds which I usually plant
because of our usual drought condi-
tions have not done as well and sun
loving geraniums have tended to rot
while in flower. Still, I continue to think
it has been a good year for the garden.

Thoughts are now turning to next year
with bulb catalogues dropping through
the door. The trouble is I have great
ideas in the spring when the bulbs are
out and I can see the gaps but unless
I write these ideas down I have forgot-
ten them by August. And those pic-
tures are so tempting!
As you will see the Horticultural Soci-
ety is looking to the future positively.
We are a friendly bunch who like to
chat and compare notes on growing,
occasionally have a great enthusiasm
for a particular plant or aspect of horti-
culture, have a competitive edge in
shows but above all love our gardens.
Our shows are open to everyone in the
afternoon as are our outings. We al-
ways welcome new members so why
not give us a try.

Jill Geliot

these crosses have stories behind
them. Revd Arthur Wales of Coventry
made the first cross of nails – a cross
that has become a symbol of reconcil-
iation. He picked up nails from the ca-
thedral ruins on the day after the
bombing of Coventry in 1940 and sol-
dered them into cross shapes, silver-
ing them to make them shine. Each
cross is made of three nails, repre-
senting the three nails that crucified
Christ. Just as the suffering of crucifix-
ion on Good Friday gave way to the
hope of new life on Easter Day, so the
Coventry cross of nails is a sign of
hope that pain can give way to joy -
that suffering can be redeemed. The
Coventry cross of nails is not only a
symbol of reconciliation but also of
friendship and co-operation.
We tend to associate the cross with
Holy Week and Easter, but this month
we have another opportunity to think
about the cross on the 14th Septem-
ber which is Holy Cross Day. Early in

the fourth century, Helena, the mother
of the Emperor Constantine, was over-
seeing excavations in the city of Jeru-
salem when a cross was discovered
which many believed to be the cross
on which Christ was crucified. A basil-
ica was built on the site and dedicated
to the Holy Cross on 14th September
335 and the date continues to be com-
memorated by the church.
At Wednesday Worship on 8th Sep-
tember, we’ll be anticipating Holy
Cross Day and thinking about different
crosses and some of the stories be-
hind them. In particular, we’ll look at
the cross of San Damiano in Assisi
that inspired St Francis and also the
cross of El Salvador which tells the
story of Maria Cristina Gomez. We
meet at 10.30 am in St Barnabas Par-
ish Centre, The Street. It’s a short
service, followed by coffee, and all are
welcome to join us.

Pat Saunders
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WINE AND CHEESE & SNAILS
The re-launched Hernhill Twinning
Association (HTA) recently hosted a
fun wine and cheese evening with a
difference. In addition to the fine
French wine and cheeses on offer
there was also a more traditional
French delicacy of l’escargots or
snails! In the spirit of entente cor-
diale everyone bravely tried a taste
of at least one of these garden gas-
tropods, which had been prepared in
a butter, herb and garlic sauce. The
verdict on this, not so fast food, was

generally “not as bad as I thought”
but don’t expect them to be replacing
good old fish and chips on the men-
us of our local eateries anytime soon.
The Hernhill Twinning Association
has re-launched in response to an
enquiry from Vis-en-Artois the vil-
lage in northern France that was
twinned with our own village some
thirty years ago in 1990. Our aim is
to promote sporting, musical and
cultural links with our French cousins
by helping local people, families,
schools and other groups to build

 A2 REPAIRS
We will be carrying out concrete re-
pairs to the A2 carriageway be-
tween Boughton and Dunkirk. Work
will involve full depth treatment in-
cluding crack repairs and new sur-
facing. For the safety of the
workforce and the road-users, we’ll
be closing the A2 carriageway sep-
arately between Brenley Corner and
the A28 at Canterbury and A2050
Canterbury over seven weekends,
with two extra weekends for contin-
gency.

Eastbound Closure Dates:
8.00pm Friday 3rd September to
6.00am Monday 6th September
6.00am Saturday 2nd October to
6.00am Monday 4th October
Westbound Closure Dates:
8.00pm Friday 10th September to
6.00am Monday 13th September to
8.00pm Friday 17th September to
6.00am Monday 20th September to
8.00pm Friday 24th September to
6.00am  Monday 27th September

Eastbound Contingency Closure

8.00pm Friday 5th November to
6.00am Monday 8th November
Westbound Contingency Closure
8.00pm Friday 19th November to
6.00am Monday 22nd November
Diversions
Eastbound: Leave the M2 at junc-
tion 7
 follow A299, A256 to re-join the A2
at Guston.
Westbound: Leave the A2 at Guston
follow the A256, A299 to re-join the
A2 at junction 7 of M2.
There will be closure points at Sta-
ple Street and Plumpudding Lane to
stop and redirect any HGV’s

Please note that these works are
subject to change due to weather
conditions or unforeseen circum-
stances.
We would like to apologise in ad-
vance for any inconvenience or dis-
ruption you may experience during
this work.
If you have any questions email

info@highwaysengland.co.uk. or
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/trav

el-updates/daily-closure-report
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DCA CHILDCARE
We have started our summer break
by saying farewell to two members
of staff and we wished them  good
luck in their new roles. We hope all
families have had a wonderful sum-
mer holiday. We are looking forward
to the new term meeting our pre-
school children again and welcom-
ing the new reception class children

who will be joining our out of school
clubs once they are settle into their
new environment.
We have some places available for
preschool and out of school care,
please email
dawesca@hotmail.co.uk or call
01227-751665

Hanan
DCA Manager

OVER THE GARDEN WALL
As I mentioned previously, we are at-
tending a wedding in September in
Sandwich. We decided to do a quick
look around to see if we could walk
from our hotel easily & arrange an ear-
ly check in. On the way to The Guild-
hall, I came across an interesting
dress shop. In I went and duly pur-
chased a dress for the wedding. La-
dies, if I say it was old fashioned you’ll
get the picture. They sat my husband
comfortably on a chaise longue and
only pointed to the price so he wouldn’t
hear how much I was paying. Unfortu-
nately, I didn’t have any suitable shoes
and asked advice of a friend. No prob-
lem, she said, and booked a personal
shopper in Bluewater. Who knew it
was free? Well, the experience wasn’t
quite all I had hoped for, but after two

hours slog, we finally ordered some
shoes to be sent to my home.
I was invited to the Bride’s Hen Party
which took place at one of her brides-
maid’s house. Having thought I had
made a bad decision to attend, I thor-
oughly enjoyed the experience. Choc-
olate willies, shots of vodka and things
that have to remain private were in-
cluded.
My cats have been busy again this
month. Peter & I had to chase round
the house to shoo a squirrel out & the
final straw was a delighted looking cat
presenting me with a live bat. If you
see a black & white cat hanging
around the phone box, it will be Jo
changing into her Supercat outfit, as
she surely must be able to fly.

Stay safe & God bless,
Sandi.

friendships through regular ex-
changes.
We are still looking to get the HTA
up and running and so are looking
for new members to come and join
us. Do you need to speak French?
Non! Firstly, the HTA gatherings are
in English and secondly for our con-
tacts with Vis-en-Artois we are rely-
ing on sport, music or art etc being
their own languages. English being
widely spoken in France we manage

“getting by” on a few words and
some hand gestures. Most impor-
tantly, we are looking for enthusias-
tic people who have an interest in
building links to Europe and having
some fun.
If you would like to join then please
contact

Clare
thornes9@aol.com

or Sandy
sandypurdiewilson@btinternet.com



                              REFUSE COLLECTION
September 7 Tuesday Blue Bin

14 Tuesday Green Bin
21 Tuesday Blue Bin
28 Tuesday Green Bin

October 5 Tuesday Green Bin
12 Tuesday Blue Bin
19 Tuesday Green Bin
26 Tuesday Blue Bin

Alan D. Taylor
Yew Tree House,  Dargate

near Faversham,  Kent  ME13 9HG
01227 751293

e-mail  newsadt@gmail.com

Articles by
Friday
24th

September

BITS AND PIECES
Things have got a little hectic recent-
ly. I have been trying to fit the con-
tents of two houses into one. There
involves a problem which is best
identified by the phrases; "It might be
useful at some time“ or, “It might
come in". It arises when you find
spare space, no matter how small.
You then use it to hide away those
items that you no longer use.
I think that anyone who has had the
problem will recognise the symp-
toms.
For example: “This thing is still in full
working order, if somewhat dusty. I
got a better version in the sales so
the old one is redundant. However, I
can't throw it away because it still
works and I might need it if the new
one fails. There is that letter sent by
grandma before she died. I haven't
read it in twenty years but I don't have
the heart to throw it out. There are the

thousands of holiday photos of plac-
es and people I can't remember.
Then there is the book that I took on
holiday but never finished. I might
just finish it at some time in the future;
if I can remember how it started’. In
addition to these ‘little treasures’
there is the problem that there are
two lots of furniture, two lots of kitch-
en goods, two lots of gardening tools,
two lots of ornaments, two lots of
cleaning equipment”.....and so it
goes on.
If I really work at it, I may have sorted
most of it by the end of next year. I
will then have to find a place to hide
those bits that I didn't get cleared.

Before I sign off, I am delighted to see
that village life is beginning to
emerge from the gloom. We’ve even
got road closures! We can start to live
again.

ADT

Barbara’s books are back in church.
....all you need for your holiday read.

Paperbacks 50p
Hardbacks £1.00


